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House of Representatives

The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. WOMACK).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
January 27, 2014.

I hereby appoint the Honorable STEVE
WOMACK to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 7, 2014, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 1:50 p.m.

———————

CONGRATULATING BOY SCOUT
TROOP 31

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, today I rise to acknowl-
edge the 100th anniversary of Boy
Scout Troop 31, which is located in
State College, Pennsylvania, Juniata
Valley Council, Centre County, proudly
within the Pennsylvania Fifth Congres-
sional District.

With Troop 31 scheduled to celebrate
this milestone on ‘“‘Scout Sunday’ this

coming February 2, I want to offer my
praise to the generations of young men
who have given their all through serv-
ice to others. Chartered by St. Paul’s
United Methodist Church, Boy Scout
Troop 31 should take this time to look
back on its many accomplishments.

This unit has awarded 170 Eagle
Scout recognitions since it was found-
ed, which is no surprise, considering
that, in just the last 5 years, Troop 31
has racked up over 40,000 community
service hours, giving back to the local
community.

As the former president of the Juni-
ata Valley Boy Scout Council and a
long-time scoutmaster of a Boy Scout
troop in the same county, it has been
an honor for me to observe the success
of State College Troop 31.

The adult leadership of Troop 31, in-
cluding scoutmasters, assistant
scoutmasters, troop committee mem-
bers, merit badge counselors, and par-
ents are to be congratulated for 100
years of molding boys into men
through the principles and the values
of Scouting.

The countless boys that have hiked
the Scouting trail as members of Troop
31 have gone on to become productive
members of their communities, leaders
in business, and outstanding citizens.

This Scouting unit has exemplified
the vision of Scouting founder Lord
Robert Baden-Powell when he stated,
“It is the spirit within, not the veneer
without, that makes a man.”’

Mr. Speaker, Boy Scout Troop 31 de-
serves our praise and thanks for their
service and sacrifice.

Congratulations on
milestone.

this historic

————
SYRIAN CHRISTIANS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. WOLF) for 5 minutes.
Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, last week
the Drudge Report featured an article

with a striking headline, ‘“The World’s
Most Ancient Christian Communities
Are Being Destroyed—and No One
Cares.” This sentiment was expressed
in no uncertain terms yesterday at an
event in my district at St. John the
Beloved in McLean, Virginia.

People from around the Greater
Washington, D.C., area gathered to
hear directly from five senior Syrian
Christian leaders, part of a delegation
from the war-ravaged country and the
first of its kind that I know of to visit
the U.S. since the hostilities began.
These men will speak at The Heritage
Foundation at 1 p.m. today and will
meet with Members of Congress tomor-
row. Their story and that of their com-
munities bears telling not only to pol-
icymakers, but to the American church
at large, for they represent the very
cradle of Christendom. They spoke
movingly of their identity as Syrian
Christians with ancient roots predating
the apostle Paul.

Today these communities face vio-
lence, kidnapping, sexual assault, dis-
placement, and more. According to the
Barnabus Fund, which is hosting this
delegation, an estimated 600,000 Chris-
tians in Syria have already fled the
country or lost their lives. Of course,
general violence plagues Syria, but this
ancient Christian community finds
itself targeted by Islamist elements in
the country, including a significant
number of foreign jihadists who have
flocked to the battlefield.

Several messages emerged at the
talk yesterday, but one held particular
relevance for the faith community in
America. These Syrian Christian lead-
ers made a plea for engagement from
the church in the West. Specifically,
they sought for American churches to
“adopt’” specific Syrian churches—to
commit to praying on their behalf and
advocating for them when possible. The
need is great, but so too is the oppor-
tunity.

The plight of Christians in Syria,
while horrific, is in some respects a
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similar story. Time and again, Syrian
Christians remark that they fear their
fate that befell their brethren in Iraq,
where hundreds of thousands fled after
being targeted by rival Islamist groups.
Today, Iraq’s Christian population has
fallen from as many as 1.4 million in
2003 to roughly 200,000 today. In fact,
throughout the Middle East, Christian
communities are increasingly under
siege and imperiled. Christianity is at
risk of being ripped from the very fab-
ric of the Middle East when, for cen-
turies, it has been part of the rich tap-
estry of that region.

Will we permit it to happen on our
watch? Will we answer their pleas for
help, or will their cries fall on deaf
ears? I pray it is not too late.

———————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 6 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

————
O 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at 2
p.m.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Eternal God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

We pause now in Your presence and
acknowledge our dependence on You.

We ask Your blessing upon the men
and women of this, the people’s House,
who are returning this day to their sta-
tions here on Capitol Hill.

As the new session is in its early
days, help each Member to obey Your
law, to do Your will, and to walk in
Your way. Grant that they might be
good in thought, gracious in word, gen-
erous in deed, and great in spirit.

Make this a glorious day in which all
are glad to be alive and ready to serve
You.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from North Carolina (Mr. HOLDING)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.
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Mr. HOLDING led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

RESIGNATION FROM THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATIVES

The SPEAKER laid before the House
the following resignation from the
House of Representatives:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, January 27, 2014.
Hon. JOHN BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House,
Washington, DC.

MR. SPEAKER: It has been an honor to serve
my neighbors, friends and family of Florida’s
19th Congressional District.

Regardless of some personal struggles in
2013, this year has already been tremen-
dously positive as I focus on my health, fam-
ily and faith.

Unfortunately, some of my struggles had
serious consequences. While I have dealt
with those issues on a personal level, it is
my belief that professionally I cannot fully
and effectively serve as a United States Rep-
resentative to the place I love and call home,
Southwest Florida.

I hereby submit this letter of resignation
as the Representative of the 19th District of
Florida, effective 6:30 p.m., Eastern Standard
Time, January 27, 2014. Please find the at-
tached letter I have submitted to Governor
Rick Scott.

On a personal note, Mr. Speaker, to you
and our colleagues from both parties, I
thank you. Thank you for the tremendous
support and encouragement. Oftentimes in
Congress, our personal relationships and suc-
cesses are overshadowed by intense but
meaningful and necessary debate. However, 1
leave the House of Representatives with
friendships and memories of great men and
women dedicated to helping and improving
the lives of our fellow Americans.

As an eternal optimist, I know there are
great things in store for our country when
we find ways to work together. Whether it is
as a father, a husband, or in any future en-
deavor, I hope to contribute what I can to
better our country in the years to come.

Sincerely,
TREY RADEL,
Member of Congress.
Enclosure.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, January 27, 2014.
Hon. RICK SCOTT,
State of Florida,
Tallahassee, FL.

DEAR GOVERNOR SCOTT: I hereby submit
my resignation as the United States Rep-
resentative of the 19th Congressional Dis-
trict of Florida. My resignation is effective
at 6:30 p.m., Eastern Standard Time, January
27, 2014.

Please find the attached letter I have sub-
mitted to the Speaker of the United States
House of Representatives.

Sincerely,
TREY RADEL,
Member of Congress.
Enclosure.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, January 27, 2014.
Hon. KEN DETZNER,
Secretary of State, Florida Department of State,
Tallahassee, FL.

DEAR SECRETARY OF STATE DETZNER: I

hereby submit my resignation as the United
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States Representative of the 19th District of
Florida. My resignation is effective at 6:30
p.m., Eastern Standard Time, January 27,
2014.

Please find the attached letter I have sub-
mitted to Governor Rick Scott.

Sincerely,
TREY RADEL,
Member of Congress.
Enclosure.
————

SAVANNAH RIVER SITE FOR
CLEAN NUCLEAR ENERGY

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, earlier this month I unveiled
my legislative priorities for 2014. I
promised the people of Aiken and Barn-
well Counties that I would continue to
advocate on behalf of the missions at
the Savannah River Site, a Department
of Energy facility that has experienced
several setbacks as a result of the ad-
ministration’s confused policies on
clean nuclear energy.

On Friday, I hosted a roundtable con-
ducted by talented staff members Ted
Felder, Sarah Beaulieu, and Baker
Elmore with Site contractors, commu-
nity leaders, and locally elected offi-
cials to discuss a path forward. Having
all parties in a central setting gave me
the opportunity to hear their concerns,
thoughts, and proposals for jobs. While
many different priorities were dis-
cussed, everyone shares the same ob-
jective: ensure current and future mis-
sions remain intact with a dedicated
workforce for environmental cleanup,
nonproliferation compliance, and na-
tional security.

As the only Member of Congress who
has worked at SRS, I am confident
that as we all work together for these
missions, our goal will be accom-
plished.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

—————
UNEMPLOYMENT

(Mr. BOEHNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, today
in our country, far too many Ameri-
cans have been unemployed for too
long. Out of every 10 people looking for
work, nearly four have been looking for
more than 6 months. What for many
families began as a crisis has turned
into a reality, a new normal.

That’s why the House has passed doz-
ens of jobs bills that would create a
better environment for hiring and more
economic growth. One proposal await-
ing action in the Senate is H.R. 803, the
SKILLS Act.

Right now, if you want to acquire
new skills to qualify for a good job, you
are up against a job-training system
that is a maze of overlapping programs
and waste. The SKILLS Act stream-
lines and strengthens the system to
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make it more effective for those who
need help. It reduces roadblocks for
both job-seekers and employers trying
to find the right candidates.

While our economy has been chang-
ing, the way we help prepare our work-
ers has not. With so many Americans
still asking the question ‘‘where are
the jobs?” it is clearly past time that
we do this.

Unfortunately, not only have Senate
Democrats failed to act on this meas-
ure, their focus continues to be on im-
proving unemployment. Our focus
should be on improving employment,
making it easier to create jobs and to
boost wages.

To help the nation’s long-term unem-
ployed, the Senate should passed the
SKILLS Act as soon as possible.

————
IRAN

(Mr. HOLDING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, it is
hard to find anyone outside the Obama
administration singing high praises for
the nuclear deal with Iran.

In fact, the regime in Tehran has on
more than one occasion taken to the
media to declare how the Obama ad-
ministration is overselling the terms of
the agreement, how there will be no
dismantling of centrifuges, how the
United States ‘‘surrendered to the Ira-
nian nation’s will.”

So while this administration, Mr.
Speaker, gives back access to billions
of dollars in frozen assets and relaxes
sanctions on the world’s leading state
sponsor of terrorism, Iran, their cen-
trifuges will continue to spin.

History has taught us that we are not
dealing with an honest broker in
Tehran. The election of President
Rouhani does nothing to change the
fact that the Supreme Leader is still in
charge. Nothing in this agreement
denuclearizes a hostile and an oppres-
sive regime.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. COL-
LINS of New York). Pursuant to clause
12(a) of rule I, the Chair declares the
House in recess until approximately
5:30 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 8 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
O 1730
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. MEADOWS) at 5 o’clock
and 30 minutes p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
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will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

———

GOOD SAMARITAN SEARCH AND
RECOVERY ACT

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2166) to direct the Secretary of
the Interior and Secretary of Agri-
culture to expedite access to certain
Federal lands under the administrative
jurisdiction of each Secretary for good
Samaritan search-and-recovery mis-
sions, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2166

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Good Sa-
maritan Search and Recovery Act’.

SEC. 2. EXPEDITED ACCESS TO CERTAIN FED-
ERAL LANDS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall de-
velop and implement a process to expedite
access to Federal lands under the adminis-
trative jurisdiction of the Secretary for eli-
gible organizations and eligible individuals
to request access to Federal lands to conduct
good Samaritan search-and-recovery mis-
sions. The process developed and imple-
mented pursuant to this subsection shall in-
clude provisions that clarify that—

(1) an eligible organization or eligible indi-
vidual granted access under this section
shall be acting for private purposes and shall
not be considered a Federal volunteer;

(2) an eligible organization or eligible indi-
vidual conducting a good Samaritan search-
and-recovery mission under this section
shall not be considered a volunteer under
section 3 of the Volunteers in the Parks Act
of 1969 (16 U.S.C. 18i);

(3) the Federal Torts Claim Act shall not
apply to an eligible organization or eligible
individual carrying out a privately requested
good Samaritan search-and-recovery mission
under this section; and

(4) the Federal Employee Compensation
Act shall not apply to an eligible organiza-
tion or eligible individual conducting good
Samaritan search-and-recovery mission
under this section and such activities shall
not constitute civilian employment.

(b) RELEASE OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
FROM LIABILITY.—The Secretary shall not re-
quire an eligible organization or an eligible
individual to have liability insurance as a
condition of accessing Federal lands under
this section if the eligible organization or el-
igible individual—

(1) acknowledges and consents, in writing,
to the provisions listed in paragraphs (1)
through (4) of subsection (a); and

(2) signs a waiver releasing the Federal
Government from all liability related to the
access granted under this section.

(c) APPROVAL AND DENIAL OF REQUESTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall notify
an eligible organization and eligible indi-
vidual of the approval or denial of a request
by that eligible organization and eligible in-
dividual to carry out a good Samaritan
search-and-recovery mission under this sec-
tion not more than 48 hours after the request
is made.
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(2) DENIALS.—If the Secretary denies a re-
quest from an eligible organization or eligi-
ble individual to carry out a good Samaritan
search-and-recovery mission under this sec-
tion, the Secretary shall notify the eligible
organization or eligible individual of—

(A) the reason for the denial request; and

(B) any actions that eligible organization
or eligible individual can take to meet the
requirements for the request to be approved.

(d) PARTNERSHIPS.—The Secretary shall de-
velop search-and-recovery focused partner-
ships with search-and-recovery organizations
to—

(1) coordinate good Samaritan search-and-
recovery missions on Federal lands under the
administrative jurisdiction of the Secretary;
and

(2) expedite and accelerate good Samaritan
search-and-recovery mission efforts for miss-
ing individuals on Federal lands under the
administrative jurisdiction of the Secretary.

(e) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall submit a joint report to Con-
gress describing—

(1) plans to develop partnerships described
in subsection (d)(1); and

(2) efforts being taken to expedite and ac-
celerate good Samaritan search-and-recov-
ery mission efforts for missing individuals on
Federal lands under the administrative juris-
diction of the Secretary pursuant to sub-
section (d)(2).

(f) DEFINITIONS.—For the purposes of this
section, the following definitions apply:

(1) ELIGIBLE ORGANIZATION AND ELIGIBLE IN-
DIVIDUAL.—The terms ‘‘eligible organiza-
tion” and ‘‘eligible individual’’ means an or-
ganization or individual, respectively, that—

(A) is acting in a not-for-profit capacity;
and

(B) is certificated in training that meets or
exceeds standards established by the Amer-
ican Society for Testing and Materials.

(2) GOOD SAMARITAN SEARCH-AND-RECOVERY
MISSION.—The term ‘‘good Samaritan search-
and-recovery mission’”” means a search for
one or more missing individuals believed to
be deceased at the time that the search is
initiated.

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’”’
means the Secretary of the Interior or the
Secretary of Agriculture, as appropriate.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Wyoming (Mrs. LUMMIS) and the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. GRIJALVA)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Wyoming.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous materials on the bill under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Wyoming?

There was no objection.

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself as much time as I may con-
sume.

In the Natural Resources Committee,
we heard testimony from Jodi Gold-
berg, who shared a story about the
search for her brother Keith, who had
been murdered and whose body was
presumed to be in the vicinity of the
Lake Mead National Recreation Area.
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A nonprofit search-and-rescue team at-
tempted to search within the recre-
ation area but was delayed by the Na-
tional Park Service for over a year. By
the time the search-and-recovery team
was allowed access to search for Mr.
Goldberg’s remains, they were found in
a matter of hours.

The bureaucratic delays and road-
blocks constructed by the National
Park Service are at best unnecessary.
Much worse than that, they have
caused undue suffering to families who
simply want to look for their loved
ones.

This bipartisan bill makes perfect
sense. The Good Samaritan Search and
Recovery Act, sponsored by Congress-
man JOE HECK, would require the Fed-
eral land management agencies to
quickly issue permits to qualify
search-and-recovery groups. This would
also eliminate the requirement to ob-
tain costly insurance provided they
waive liability against the Federal
Government.

I urge my colleagues to support this
commonsense legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

In January 2012, when Keith Goldberg
went missing, finding him was all his
family wanted. Investigators presumed
that he had been murdered and his re-
mains were somewhere in the Lake
Mead National Recreation Area, a unit
administered by the National Park
Service. After several months passed,
local law enforcement was unable to
recover Mr. Goldberg’s remains, and
they gave up the search.

His family, wanting what any family
would want, reached out to a private,
nonprofit search-and-rescue outfit for
assistance. Unfortunately, it took 15
months for the professional search-and-
rescue company to acquire the permits
and insurance required to conduct a
search. However, within 2 hours of re-
ceiving the necessary credentials, Mr.
Goldberg’s body was recovered.

H.R. 2166 will help speed up the proc-
ess for granting private Good Samari-
tan search-and-rescue companies ac-
cess to Federal lands. The bill strikes a
fair balance between guaranteeing
safety and sufficient liability insur-
ance for the American taxpayer and
improving the process. Under H.R. 2166,
private search-and-rescue operations,
when appropriate, can have, and should
have, timely access to public lands
under H.R. 2166.

I support the legislation and urge its
adoption.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 4
minutes to the gentleman from Ne-
vada, Dr. HECK, the sponsor of the bill.

Mr. HECK of Nevada. Mr. Speaker, 1
want to thank the chairman and the
ranking member of the House Natural
Resources Committee, as well as the
chairman of the subcommittee, the
gentleman from Arizona, and the gen-
tleman from Utah for working with me
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in a bipartisan manner to bring H.R.
2166, the Good Samaritan Search and
Recovery Act, to the floor.

H.R. 2166 tears down the bureaucratic
roadblocks that are preventing fami-
lies from receiving closure when their
loved ones go missing on Federal land.

This issue was first brought to my at-
tention by the separate, but similarly
tragic, cases of Las Vegas taxi driver
Keith Goldberg and Air Force Staff
Sergeant Antonio Tucker.

Mr. Goldberg and Staff Sergeant
Tucker were presumed dead, and their
remains were believed to be missing
somewhere within the Lake Mead Na-
tional Recreation Area. In both cases,
local, experienced search-and-recovery
groups volunteered their time and re-
sources to help locate the remains of
these missing individuals.

Unfortunately, due to unnecessary
bureaucratic hurdles from the Federal
Government, the group volunteering to
help locate and recover Mr. Goldberg’s
remains was denied access to Park
Service land for over 15 months. The
group volunteering to help locate the
remains of Staff Sergeant Tucker was
denied access for 10 months, needlessly
delaying the closure both families de-
served.

These stories are heart-wrenching,
these actions are unacceptable, and
they must change. Once these bureau-
cratic hurdles were finally cleared and
these Good Samaritan search-and-re-
covery groups were allowed access to
Park Service land, Mr. Goldberg’s re-
mains were recovered in less than 2
hours, and the remains of Staff Ser-
geant Tucker were recovered in less
than 2 days.

As a former member of the Las Vegas
Metropolitan Police Department’s
Search and Rescue Team, I introduced
this bill because unnecessary red tape
simply must not continue to get in the
way of providing closure for families
faced with tragic circumstances.

After a hearing, this bill passed out
of the House Natural Resources Com-
mittee with a unanimous vote, showing
real bipartisan support for the meas-
ure, so I ask my colleagues to pass this
bill so that other families won’t have
to needlessly suffer the way the fami-
lies of Keith Goldberg and Antonio
Tucker did.

Again, I want to thank the chairmen
and the ranking members of the full
committee and of the subcommittee
for working diligently to bring this bill
to the floor. I urge its passage.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, let me
acknowledge and thank the gentleman
from Nevada for his sponsorship of the
legislation. It is very needed and very

important.

With that, I yield back the balance of
my time.

Mrs. LUMMIS. I thank the gen-

tleman from Arizona.

Mr. Speaker, I now yield 4 minutes to
the gentleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP),
the chairman of the subcommittee.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. I appreciate all
of those who have been involved in this
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piece of legislation, which is very im-
portant.

Mr. Speaker, 100 years ago, the Na-
tional Park Service was established to
try and help people enjoy these natural
wonders for, indeed, if people are not
visiting our national parks, they do
not fulfill the measure of their cre-
ation. It fills no purpose. Unfortu-
nately, in the last 100 years, it seems
like there has been an attitude shift
amongst many of those who are in-
volved in our national parks and other
wonders that we have, especially in the
West, in which people who originally
were supposed to be the reason for hav-
ing these parks have now been placed
last.

The horrific example of what hap-
pened at Lake Mead in Nevada is a hor-
rible thing to take place. Were it the
only example we have of these types of
negative things taking place, this leg-
islation would still be well-deserved
and well overdue. Unfortunately, it is
not. It is just an example of significant
issues that keep coming back in which
our administration seems to be putting
people last and doing things which are
not positive and not helpful.

Let me give you a couple of exam-
ples.

In Washington State, we have an-
other national park in which there is
an open area, almost like a community
park within the National Park System,
and yet the land manager in Wash-
ington decided to cancel a traditional
annual church picnic because it would
make too much noise for the rest of the
national park. They also canceled a
youth soccer tournament because it
would make too much noise and dis-
turb the rest of the national park.

During our shutdown, whether, in-
deed, they were told to try to make life
miserable or not, they seemed to be
able to do that on their own. The effort
for the Park Service was to shut down
the parking lot at Mount Vernon until
someone had to remind them that
Mount Vernon is not Federal property,
that it is private property. At the same
time, they were able to shut down a
road in the Smokies to stop a school-
bus from making its rounds to pick up
kids and take them to school and back
again.

At Yellowstone, an armed guard
came upon a busload of seniors to try
and escort them off of the Federal
property, not allowing them to make
any kind of stops, even for restroom
breaks. At Lake Mead, at the same
time, residents who were living on
their private houseboats were escorted
off the lake and were told they could
not come back. We have in this par-
ticular area the Claude Moore farm and
the restaurant over on the Blue Ridge
Parkway. Even though they were pri-
vate establishments, the Park Service
was doing everything it could to stop
people from attending those areas and
allowing them to make a success of the
particular business.

This doesn’t happen to be just in the
shutdown period. This was happening
well before that time.
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In Alaska, on the Yukon-Charley
Rivers, a private boater was stopped by
the Park Service personnel. They took
him over to the shore. He was held at
gunpoint and was told that he could
not continue on up the river because
they said he couldn’t continue on up
the river. The unfortunate reality is
that they didn’t have the right to tell
him he couldn’t go on up the river.
They were simply wrong and eventu-
ally were replaced in that particular
area.

Other agencies of the Federal Gov-
ernment seem to be doing the same
thing. We have a Wyoming rancher who
did not want to give an easement to
the BLM. Instead, he was threatened;
they trespassed his property; they fol-
lowed him and his guests; they photo-
graphed what he was doing, including
his female guests, who were trying to
relieve themselves at the time; they
were harassed and punished, and were
told they would not have any of his
permits renewed if he did not accede to
the Federal request.

At Cape Hatteras, the Park Service
went into a sue-settlement agreement,
which shut down areas that had never
been before even though the local peo-
ple were opposed to that particular ef-
fort and even though it had a dev-
astating impact on the economy.

The Forest Service, unfortunately,
has done the same thing with ski re-
sorts and, in California, on another ski
resort where they closed summer ac-
tivities unless they renegotiated the
water rights of those resorts. Then
there are the grazing permits in the
West. They refused to, once again,
renew the grazing permits unless they
were willing to renegotiate their water
rights.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mrs. LUMMIS. I yield the gentleman
an additional 2 minutes.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. All of these are
examples which, unfortunately, con-
tinue to go on.

What the good Representative from
Nevada has presented us is a terrific
case in which the Park Service actu-
ally disrespected individuals and did
not allow them to do what is
humanitarianly appropriate. Yet, when
they were allowed to go in there and
they found these bodies, they could
have overcome all of this if they had
just cared about people first, but they
did not.

With the Keystone pipeline, the Park
Service, once again, made a comment
that the Keystone pipeline would have
a devastating impact on parklands that
were adjacent to the Keystone pipeline.
Unfortunately, the nearest Federal
land—the nearest national parkland—
to the Keystone pipeline is 30 miles
away. That is some kind of buffer zone
we have.

If, indeed, we decided that this agen-
cy—the Department of this administra-
tion—were to put people first, we
would have a much better relationship.
Unfortunately, time after time, we see

The
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where actually people are being put
last and bureaucratic responsibility is
taking the place of that. That is simply
wrong. This bill is an example of what
is happening, and it is one that should
be passed. I appreciate that both the
majority and the minority realize the
significance of passing this piece of leg-
islation.

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, having
completed our presentation and all of
our speakers, I urge the adoption of the
bill.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Wyoming (Mrs.
LumMmis) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2166, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

RANCH A CONSOLIDATION AND
MANAGEMENT IMPROVEMENT ACT

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1684) to convey certain property
to the State of Wyoming to consolidate
the historic Ranch A, and for other
purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1684

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Ranch A
Consolidation and Management Improve-
ment Act”’.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”
means the Secretary of Agriculture, acting
through the Chief of the Forest Service.

(2) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’” means the
State of Wyoming.

SEC. 3. CONVEYANCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Upon the request of the
State submitted to the Secretary not later
than 180 days after the date of enactment of
this Act, the Secretary shall convey to the
State, without consideration and by quit-
claim deed, all right, title and interest of the
United States in and to the parcel of Na-
tional Forest System land described in sub-
section (b).

(b) DESCRIPTION OF LAND.—The parcel of
land referred to in subsection (a) is approxi-
mately 10 acres of National Forest System
land located on the Black Hills National For-
est, in Crook County, State of Wyoming
more specifically described as the El2 NEV4
NWvi SEVs less the south 50 feet, W2 NWh4
NEV4 SEV4 less the south 50 feet, Section 24,
Township 52 North, Range 61 West Sixth
P.M.

(¢c) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—The convey-
ance under subsection (a) shall be—

(1) subject to valid existing rights; and
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(2) made notwithstanding the requirements
of subsection (a) of section 1 of Public Law
104-276.

(d) SURVEY.—If determined by the Sec-
retary to be necessary, the exact acreage and
legal description of the land to be conveyed
under subsection (a) shall be determined by a
survey that is approved by the Secretary and
paid for by the State.

SEC. 4. AMENDMENTS.

Section 1 of the Act of October 9, 1996 (Pub-
lic Law 104-276) is amended—

(1) by striking subsection (b); and

(2) by designating subsection (c) as sub-
section (b).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Wyoming (Mrs. LUMMIS) and the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. GRIJALVA)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Wyoming.

O 1745

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the bill under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Wyoming?

There was no objection.

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, my bill, the Ranch A
Consolidation and Management Im-
provement Act, would convey approxi-
mately 10 acres of National Forest
Service land to the State of Wyoming
to allow for consolidation and improve-
ment of the Ranch A site.

Ranch A is a historic property that
was first developed in the 1930s and
later came under Federal ownership
and was used as a fish hatchery. The
property had fallen into significant ne-
glect under Federal ownership. The
Ranch A Restoration Foundation was
created to restore and operate Ranch A
as a center for learning and interpreta-
tion of Western heritage.

However, when Ranch A was con-
veyed to the State of Wyoming in 1997,
an oversight kept 10 acres under Fed-
eral ownership. The Babcock House,
seen in this picture, is owned by the
State of Wyoming. This is in Crook
County, very near the South Dakota
border. So we are talking about the
Black Hills. It is a very pretty area,
but the land under the Babcock House
was not properly conveyed. The Forest
Service testified that ownership of this
isolated parcel has presented ‘‘manage-
ment challenges’” and unknown costs
associated with administering the
property. It is an isolated tract of 10
acres upon which this house, owned by
the State of Wyoming, is built. H.R.
1684 would address this issue by cor-
recting the conveyance and would also
allow for the Restoration Foundation
to make further improvement for the
use and enjoyment of Ranch A.

This bill would provide more flexi-
bility for the use of the property,
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which would allow for additional rev-
enue sources to pay for maintenance
and improvements. Right now, these
properties are leased to educational or-
ganizations for educational uses, in-
cluding sometimes South Dakota State
and the South Dakota School of Mines.
The foundation itself has invested
those moneys and raises money at
fund-raisers, thereby putting together
approximately $1 million for facility
restoration and renovation.

This next photo shows the deck be-
fore it was repaired and acquired by
the State of Wyoming and then man-
aged by the Ranch A Restoration Foun-
dation. You see the damage that oc-
curred under Federal ownership. This
is its most recent state, which indi-
cates the significant repairs.

Here, again, are before and after. It
shows the state of repair having been
completed by the Ranch A Foundation,
using restoration funds that are ob-
tained through the leasing operations.

We are also going to look at some of
the other buildings. There are numer-
ous buildings on this property that are
used primarily by South Dakota
School of Mines and South Dakota
State University for educational pur-
poses.

This is a very expensive repair to
make, Mr. Speaker. When these lower
logs rot over time because of snow and
cold and dry air, followed by rain, and
are not properly maintained, those
lower logs rot, thereby causing the
building to settle and creating terrible
structural problems. To repair it, you
have to lift the upper logs that are not
damaged and jack the whole building
up, pull the old logs out of the bottom,
and reinsert new logs—properly treat-
ed—in order to maintain the historic
finish back to its state when it was
built in the 1930s.

It is hugely expensive and very time
consuming. The Ranch A Foundation
has undertaken that under State own-
ership. This was the status of the re-
pairs when the Forest Service had it
and it was used as a fish hatchery. It is
because it is an isolated property the
Federal Government doesn’t have the
money to manage. It wasn’t being used
anymore as a fish hatchery.

The State of Wyoming, since acquir-
ing the property from the Federal Gov-
ernment, really has improved its his-
toric condition and its long-term via-
bility. The degraded wood has been all
redone. It prevents interior damage
from leakage.

Every project for maintaining and
renovating the lodge has to be ap-
proved under historic designation
standards. As we have pointed out, this
was built in the 1930s by the
Annenbergs. It is beautiful. Going
through the historic design standards
is a rigorous process and greatly in-
creases the cost, but it also ensures the
historic integrity of the restoration.

In order for the foundation to con-
tinue to preserve their educational fa-
cilities, they need long-term revenue
generation. The foundation’s academic
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board members and the State of Wyo-
ming’s oversight office of this property
have supported the removal-of-use re-
strictions. With no annual appropria-
tions in the State budget for Ranch A,
their education mission is actually
harmed by limiting user fees.

Ranch A is a cultural and education
asset. My legislation will keep the
ranch financially sustainable and im-
prove its ability to serve educational
users. I urge my colleagues to support
this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

H.R. 1684 would require the Forest
Service to convey to the State of Wyo-
ming 10 acres of land associated with
Ranch A in the Black Hills National
Forest.

In 1996, Congress conveyed nearly all
of Ranch A to the State of Wyoming
for educational purposes. We remain
concerned that enactment of this legis-
lation will remove the requirement
that this particular property continue
being used for educational purposes,
potentially denying the public access
to a valuable historic resource. It is
our hope that, as the bill moves for-
ward, this concern can be addressed.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further speakers on this bill, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Wyoming (Mrs.
LuMmMmis) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1684.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

LOS PADRES NATIONAL FOREST
LAND CONVEYANCE

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3008) to provide for the convey-
ance of a small parcel of National For-
est System land in Los Padres National
Forest in California, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3008

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) FEDERAL LAND.—The term ‘‘Federal land’’
means the approximately 5 acres of National
Forest System land in Santa Barbara County,
California, as generally depicted on the map.

(2) FOUNDATION.—The term ‘‘Foundation’
means the White Lotus Foundation, a nonprofit
foundation located in Santa Barbara, Cali-
fornia.

(3) MAP.—The term “map’’ means the map en-
titled ‘‘San Marcos Pass Encroachment for Con-
sideration of Legislative Remedy’ and dated
June 1, 2009.
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(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’ means
the Secretary of Agriculture.
SEC. 2. LAND CONVEYANCE.

(a) LAND EXCHANGE.—Subject to the provi-
sions of this section, if the Foundation offers to
convey to the Secretary all right, title, and in-
terest of the Foundation in and to a parcel of
non-Federal land that is acceptable to the Sec-
retary—

(1) the Secretary shall accept the offer; and

(2) on receipt of acceptable title to the non-
Federal land, the Secretary shall convey to the
Foundation all right, title, and interest of the
United States in and to the Federal land.

(b) APPLICABLE LAW.—The land exchange au-
thorized under subsection (a) shall be subject to
section 206 of the Federal Land Policy and
Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1716).

(¢c) TIME FOR COMPLETION OF LAND EX-
CHANGE.—It is the intent of Congress that the
land exchange under subsection (a) shall be
completed not later than 2 years after the date
of enactment of this Act.

(d) ALTERNATIVE SALE OF FEDERAL LAND.—If
the land exchange under subsection (a) is not
completed by the date that is 2 years after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary
shall offer to sell to the Foundation the Federal
land for fair market value.

(e) ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—The
land exchange under subsection (a) and any
sale under subsection (d) shall be subject to—

(1) valid existing rights;

(2) the Secretary finding that the public inter-
est would be well served by making the ex-
change or sale;

(3) any terms and conditions that the Sec-
retary may require; and

(4) the Foundation paying the reasonable
costs of any surveys, appraisals, and any other
administrative costs associated with the land ex-
change or sale.

(f) APPRAISALS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The land conveyed under
subsection (a) or (d) shall be appraised by an
independent appraiser selected by the Secretary.

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—An appraisal under para-
graph (1) shall be conducted in accordance with
nationally recognized appraisal standards, in-
cluding—

(A) the Uniform Appraisal Standards for Fed-
eral Land Acquisitions; and

(B) the Uniform Standards of Professional Ap-
praisal Practice.

(9) MANAGEMENT AND STATUS OF ACQUIRED
LAND.—Any mon-Federal land acquired by the
Secretary under this Act shall be managed by
the Secretary in accordance with—

(1) the Act of March 1, 1911 (commonly known
as the “Weeks Law’”’) (16 U.S.C. 480 et seq.); and

(2) any laws (including regulations) applica-
ble to the National Forest System.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Wyoming (Mrs. LUMMIS) and the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. GRIJALVA)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Wyoming.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the bill under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Wyoming?

There was no objection.

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

H.R. 3008 would authorize the Forest
Service to exchange 5 acres of the Los
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Padres National Forest with the White
Lotus Foundation to allow public ac-
cess to their property. The surrounding
topography makes the land in question
the only practical access point. With
no other options for access, the founda-
tion will be forced to cease operations.
I would encourage my colleagues to
support this bill, which passed the
House of Representatives last Congress
by voice vote.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

The Los Padres conveyance bill is a
technical fix needed to convey 5 acres
of land to the White Lotus Foundation
and remedy a longstanding land dis-
pute between the foundation and the
U.S. Forest Service.

The Federal land in question was en-
croached on by a previous owner with-
out the foundation’s knowledge. Upon
discovery of the problem, the founda-
tion made an attempt to work with the
Forest Service to remedy the situation.
Unfortunately, the fix requires author-
ization to sell the land at fair market
value. The bill simply grants authority
to the Secretary to do so.

Congresswoman CAPPS is to be com-
mended for her leadership on this legis-
lation and her commitment to resolve
this issue on behalf of her constituents.
We support H.R. 3008 and urge its adop-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as she
may consume to the gentlewoman from
California (Mrs. CAPPS), the sponsor of
the legislation.

Mrs. CAPPS. Thank you to my col-
league for yielding and to Chairman
HASTINGS and Ranking Member DEFA-
710 for the work that has gone on in
bringing this bill to the floor today.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of my
legislation, H.R. 3008. My legislation
will authorize the Forest Service to
convey a small parcel of land on the pe-
rimeter of the Los Padres National
Forest in my district to a local non-
profit organization, the White Lotus
Foundation.

Over 30 years ago, the White Lotus
Foundation purchased property on the
border of the Los Padres National For-
est in the hills above Santa Barbara,
California. Soon after acquiring the
property, the foundation received no-
tice of a small encroachment onto a
piece of Forest Service land that is de-
tached from the rest of the forest. This
encroachment is located on the only
road that allows White Lotus and the
public access to and from the founda-
tion’s property.

Due to the steep topography of the
area, there are no other reasonable al-
ternatives that would retain public ac-
cess to the facility. One piece of the en-
croachment lies on flat ground that
holds equipment for fire and flood
emergencies and provides access to a
water pump and other necessary equip-
ment. There are no other viable areas
to move this equipment. So without
this small piece of land, the facility
would be forced to close its doors.
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White Lotus and the Forest Service
have spent several years searching for
an administrative solution, but have
determined that legislation is the only
viable way to permanently resolve this
matter. My legislation simply author-
izes the Forest Service to enter into a
land exchange with the White Lotus
Foundation for land worth no less than
the appraised market value.

If this land exchange does not occur
within 2 years, the Forest Service will
sell the small parcel of land to the
foundation at fair market value. Prior
to the exchange or sale of this land,
however, the Forest Service must first
certify that it is in the public interest,
and it can also impose additional con-
ditions it deems appropriate.

Also, it is important to note that if
the land sale does go forward, it will
not cost taxpayers a single dime. The
legislation requires White Lotus to pay
for the land, the survey, and all admin-
istrative and related costs. There are
no exemptions from NEPA or any other
environmental laws, and the land in
question is not protected wilderness or
any other specifically designated area.

This is a straightforward bill to pro-
vide a reasonable solution for the
White Lotus Foundation and the For-
est Service. In fact, nearly identical
legislation, sponsored by our former
Republican colleague, Elton Gallegly,
passed this House unanimously last
Congress. The area is now in my con-
gressional district, and I am pleased to
sponsor the bill this Congress.

Again, I thank the chairman and the
ranking member for bringing the bill
to the floor, and I do urge my col-
leagues to support this legislation.

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further speakers, if the gentleman is
prepared to close.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. GRIJALVA. In closing, I thank
the gentlelady from Wyoming as well,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, I urge
passage of H.R. 3008, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Wyoming (Mrs.
LumMmis) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3008, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair

declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today.
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Accordingly (at 6 p.m.), the House
stood in recess.

———
[ 1830

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. MEADOWS) at 6 o’clock
and 30 minutes p.m.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
clause 5(d) of rule XX, the Chair an-
nounces to the House that, in light of
the resignation of the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. RADEL), the whole number
of the House is 432.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on motions to suspend the
rules previously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

H.R. 2166, by the yeas and nays;

H.R. 3008, by the yeas and nays.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. The second
electronic vote will be conducted as a
5-minute vote.

———

GOOD SAMARITAN SEARCH AND
RECOVERY ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2166) to direct the Secretary
of the Interior and Secretary of Agri-
culture to expedite access to certain
Federal lands under the administrative
jurisdiction of each Secretary for good
Samaritan search-and-recovery mis-
sions, and for other purposes, as
amended, on which the yeas and nays
were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Wyoming (Mrs.
LumwMmis) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, as amended.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 394, nays 0,
not voting 37, as follows:

[Roll No. 24]

YEAS—39%4
Aderholt Bilirakis Buchanan
Amash Bishop (GA) Bucshon
Andrews Bishop (NY) Burgess
Bachmann Bishop (UT) Bustos
Bachus Black Butterfield
Barber Blackburn Byrne
Barletta Bonamici Calvert
Barr Boustany Camp
Barrow (GA) Brady (PA) Capito
Barton Brady (TX) Capps
Bass Braley (IA) Capuano
Beatty Bridenstine Cardenas
Becerra Brooks (AL) Carney
Benishek Brooks (IN) Carson (IN)
Bentivolio Brown (FL) Carter
Bera (CA) Brownley (CA) Cartwright
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Castor (FL)
Castro (TX)
Chabot
Chaffetz
Chu
Cicilline
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Coble
Coffman
Cohen

Cole

Collins (GA)
Collins (NY)
Conaway
Connolly
Conyers
Cook
Cooper
Costa
Cotton
Courtney
Cramer
Crawford
Crenshaw
Crowley
Cuellar
Culberson
Cummings
Daines
Davis (CA)
Dayvis, Danny
Davis, Rodney
DeFazio
DeGette
Delaney
DelBene
Denham
Dent
DeSantis
DesJarlais
Deutch
Diaz-Balart
Dingell
Doggett
Doyle
Duckworth
Duffy
Duncan (SC)
Duncan (TN)
Edwards
Ellison
Ellmers
Engel
Enyart
Esty
Farenthold
Fattah
Fincher
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fleming
Flores
Forbes
Foster

Foxx
Frankel (FL)
Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Fudge
Gabbard
Gallego
Garamendi
Garcia
Gardner
Garrett
Gerlach
Gibbs
Gibson
Gingrey (GA)
Gohmert
Goodlatte
Gosar
Gowdy
Granger
Graves (GA)
Graves (MO)
Grayson
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Griffin (AR)
Griffith (VA)
Grijalva
Grimm
Guthrie
Gutiérrez

Hahn
Hall
Hanabusa
Hanna
Harper
Harris
Hartzler
Hastings (FL)
Hastings (WA)
Heck (NV)
Heck (WA)
Hensarling
Herrera Beutler
Higgins
Himes
Hinojosa
Holding
Holt
Horsford
Hoyer
Hudson
Huelskamp
Huizenga (MI)
Hultgren
Hunter
Hurt
Israel
Jackson Lee
Jeffries
Jenkins
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson, E. B.
Johnson, Sam
Jordan
Joyce
Kaptur
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kelly (PA)
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilmer
Kind
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kinzinger (IL)
Kirkpatrick
Kline
Kuster
Labrador
Lamborn
Lance
Langevin
Lankford
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latham
Latta
Levin
Lewis
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren
Long
Lowenthal
Lowey
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lujan Grisham
(NM)
Lujan, Ben Ray
(NM)
Lummis
Lynch
Maffei
Maloney, Sean
Marchant
Marino
Massie
Matheson
Matsui
McAllister
McCarthy (CA)
McCaul
MecClintock
McCollum
McDermott
McGovern
McHenry
McIntyre
McKeon
McKinley
McMorris
Rodgers
Meadows
Meehan
Meeks
Meng
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Messer
Mica
Michaud
Miller (MI)
Miller, Gary
Moore
Moran
Mullin
Mulvaney
Murphy (FL)
Murphy (PA)
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Negrete McLeod
Neugebauer
Noem
Nolan
Nugent
Nunes
Nunnelee
O’Rourke
Olson
Owens
Palazzo
Pallone
Pastor (AZ)
Paulsen
Pearce
Pelosi
Perlmutter
Perry
Peters (CA)
Peters (MI)
Peterson
Petri
Pingree (ME)
Pittenger
Pitts
Pocan
Poe (TX)
Polis
Pompeo
Posey
Price (GA)
Price (NC)
Quigley
Rahall
Rangel
Reed
Reichert
Renacci
Ribble
Rice (SC)
Richmond
Rigell
Roby
Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rogers (MI)
Rokita
Rooney
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross
Rothfus
Roybal-Allard
Royce
Ruiz
Ryan (OH)
Ryan (WI)
Salmon
Sanchez, Linda
T.
Sanford
Sarbanes
Scalise
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schneider
Schock
Schrader
Schweikert
Scott (VA)
Scott, Austin
Scott, David
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Sessions
Sewell (AL)
Shea-Porter
Sherman
Shimkus
Shuster
Simpson
Sinema
Sires
Slaughter

Smith (MO) Tsongas Waxman
Smith (NE) Turner Weber (TX)
Smith (NJ) Upton Webster (FL)
Smith (TX) Valadao Welch
Southerland Van Hollen Wenstrup
Speier Vargas Whitfield
Stewart Veasey Williams
Stivers Vela Wilson (FL)
Stutzman Velazquez Wilson (SC)
Takano Visclosky Wittman
Terry Wagner Wolf
Thompson (MS) Walberg Womack
Thompson (PA) Walden Woodall
Thornberry Walorski Yarmuth
Tiberi Walz Yoder
Tierney Wasserman Yoho
Titus Schultz Young (AK)
Tonko Waters Young (IN)
NOT VOTING—37
Amodei Jones Rohrabacher
Blumenauer Kingston Runyan
Broun (GA) LaMalfa Ruppersberger
Campbell Lee (CA) Rush
Cantor Lipinski Sanchez, Loretta
Cassidy Maloney, Schwartz
DeLauro Carolyn Smith (WA)
Eshoo McCarthy (NY) Stockman
Farr McNerney Swalwell (CA)
Fortenberry Miller (FL) Thompson (CA)
Honda Miller, George Tipt
Huffman Pascrell ipton
Tssa Payne Westmoreland
0 1855

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill, as amended, was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

LOS PADRES NATIONAL FOREST
LAND CONVEYANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 3008) to provide for the con-
veyance of a small parcel of National
Forest System land in Los Padres Na-
tional Forest in California, and for
other purposes, as amended, on which
the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Wyoming (Mrs.
LuMmMIs) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, as amended.

This is a b-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 367, nays 27,
not voting 37, as follows:

[Roll No. 25]

YEAS—367
Aderholt Brady (TX) Cartwright
Bachmann Braley (IA) Castor (FL)
Bachus Bridenstine Castro (TX)
Barber Brooks (AL) Chabot
Barletta Brooks (IN) Chaffetz
Barr Brown (FL) Chu
Barrow (GA) Brownley (CA) Cicilline
Bass Buchanan Clark (MA)
Beatty Bucshon Clarke (NY)
Becerra Burgess Clay
Benishek Bustos Cleaver
Bentivolio Butterfield Clyburn
Bera (CA) Byrne Coffman
Bilirakis Calvert Cohen
Bishop (GA) Camp Cole
Bishop (NY) Capito Collins (GA)
Bishop (UT) Capps Collins (NY)
Black Capuano Conaway
Blackburn Cardenas Connolly
Bonamici Carney Conyers
Boustany Carson (IN) Cook
Brady (PA) Carter Cooper

Costa
Cotton
Courtney
Cramer
Crawford
Crenshaw
Crowley
Cuellar
Culberson
Cummings
Daines
Davis (CA)
Davis, Danny
Davis, Rodney
DeFazio
DeGette
Delaney
DeLauro
DelBene
Denham
Dent
DeSantis
DesJarlais
Deutch
Diaz-Balart
Dingell
Doggett
Doyle
Duckworth
Duffy
Duncan (SC)
Duncan (TN)
Edwards
Ellison
Ellmers
Engel
Enyart

Esty
Farenthold
Fattah
Fincher
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Fleming
Forbes
Foster

Foxx
Frankel (FL)
Frelinghuysen
Fudge
Gabbard
Gallego
Garamendi
Garcia
Gardner
Garrett
Gerlach
Gibbs
Gibson
Gingrey (GA)
Gohmert
Goodlatte
Granger
Graves (MO)
Grayson
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Griffin (AR)
Griffith (VA)
Grijalva
Grimm
Guthrie
Gutiérrez
Hahn

Hall
Hanabusa
Hanna
Harper
Harris
Hartzler
Hastings (FL)
Hastings (WA)
Heck (NV)
Heck (WA)
Hensarling
Herrera Beutler
Higgins
Himes
Hinojosa
Holt
Horsford
Hoyer
Huelskamp
Hultgren
Hunter

Hurt

Israel
Jackson Lee
Jeffries
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Jenkins
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson, E. B.
Johnson, Sam
Joyce
Kaptur
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kelly (PA)
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilmer
Kind
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kinzinger (IL)
Kirkpatrick
Kline
Kuster
Labrador
Lamborn
Lance
Langevin
Lankford
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latham
Latta
Levin
Lewis
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren
Long
Lowenthal
Lowey
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lujan Grisham
(NM)
Lujan, Ben Ray
(NM)
Lummis
Lynch
Maffei
Maloney, Sean
Marchant
Marino
Matheson
Matsui
McAllister
McCarthy (CA)
McCaul
MecClintock
McCollum
McDermott
McGovern
McIntyre
McKeon
McKinley
McMorris
Rodgers
Meehan
Meeks
Meng
Messer
Mica
Michaud
Miller (MI)
Miller, Gary
Moore
Moran
Mullin
Murphy (FL)
Murphy (PA)
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Negrete McLeod
Noem
Nolan
Nugent
Nunes
Nunnelee
O’Rourke
Olson
Owens
Pallone
Pastor (AZ)
Paulsen
Payne
Pelosi
Perlmutter
Peters (CA)
Peters (MI)
Peterson
Petri
Pingree (ME)

Pitts
Pocan
Polis
Pompeo
Posey
Price (NC)
Quigley
Rahall
Rangel
Reed
Reichert
Renacci
Ribble
Rice (SC)
Richmond
Rigell
Roby
Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rogers (MI)
Rokita
Rooney
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross
Rothfus
Roybal-Allard
Royce
Ruiz
Ryan (OH)
Ryan (WI)
Sanchez, Linda
T.
Sarbanes
Scalise
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schneider
Schock
Schrader
Schweikert
Scott (VA)
Scott, Austin
Scott, David
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Sessions
Sewell (AL)
Shea-Porter
Sherman
Shimkus
Simpson
Sinema
Sires
Slaughter
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Southerland
Speier
Stewart
Stivers
Stutzman
Takano
Terry
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tiberi
Tierney
Titus
Tonko
Tsongas
Turner
Upton
Valadao
Van Hollen
Vargas
Veasey
Vela
Velazquez
Visclosky
Wagner
Walberg
Walden
Walorski
Walz
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Waxman
Webster (FL)
Welch
Wenstrup
Whitfield
Williams
Wilson (FL)
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Wittman Woodall Yoho
Wolf Yarmuth Young (AK)
Womack Yoder Young (IN)
NAYS—27
Amash Hudson Pearce
Barton Huizenga (MI) Perry
Coble Jordan Pittenger
Flores Massie Poe (TX)
Franks (AZ) McHenry Price (GA)
Gosar Meadows Salmon
Gowdy Mulvaney Sanford
Graves (GA) Neugebauer Weber (TX)
Holding Palazzo Wilson (SC)
NOT VOTING—37
Amodei Jones Runyan
Andrews Kingston Ruppersberger
Blumenauer LaMalfa Rush
Broun (GA) Lee (CA) Sanchez, Loretta
Campbell Lipinski Schwartz
Cantor Maloney, Shuster
Cassidy Carolyn Smith (WA)
Eshoo McCarthy (NY) Stockman
Farr McNerney
Fortenberry Miller (FL) ’?“I}lvgrlr?;esléri(;gl)%)
Honda Miller, George .
Huffman Pascrell Tipton
Issa Rohrabacher Westmoreland
O 1904

Messrs. POE of Texas and MEADOWS
changed their vote from ‘yea” to
“‘nay.”

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill, as amended, was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, due to
being unavoidably detained, | missed the fol-
lowing Rollcall Votes: No. 24 and No. 25 on
January 27, 2014 (today).

If present, | would have voted:

Rollcall Vote No. 24—H.R. 2166, Good Sa-
maritan Search and Recovery Act, as amend-
ed, “aye.”

Rollcall Vote No. 25—H.R. 3008, To provide
for the conveyance of a small parcel of Na-
tional Forest System land in Los Padres Na-
tional Forest in California, “aye.”

———————

GENE PRESCOTT’S 2014 HOTELIER
HALL OF FAME AWARD

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to honor and commend Gene
Prescott, a dear friend and a pillar
within our south Florida community.
Gene received the 2014 Hotelier Hall of
Fame Award from the Florida Res-
taurant and Lodging Association for
his success in managing a network of
hotels that provide exquisite accom-
modations and excellent service.

Mr. Prescott’s dedication to excel-
lence is best reflected in his leadership
role of a 10-year, $40 million renovation
of the Biltmore Hotel, an iconic and
historic Coral Gables landmark located
in the heart of my congressional dis-
trict, as all good things are.

Thank you, Gene, for helping to
make south Florida an even more wel-
coming destination for tourists who
keep our economy strong, and con-
gratulations on this well-deserved
honor. You make us proud, amigo.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Congratulations to Gene Prescott.

RETIREMENT OF COMMAND
MASTER CHIEF EVELYN BANKS

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, one of my
constituents, Memphian Command
Master Chief Evelyn ‘““Vonn’ Banks,
will retire on Saturday from the Navy
with the honor of being the senior-
most enlisted female in the United
States Navy.

Her tours have ranged from the Navy
recruiting district office in Memphis to
a 10-month deployment on the USS
Abraham Lincoln in support of Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom. She most recently
served as command master chief at the
U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis and
has inspired countless young
midshipwomen throughout her career
by demonstrating that women can suc-
ceed and be influential in the Navy.

Command Master Chief Banks was at
the Navy Yard in Washington on Sep-
tember 15, the day of the tragic shoot-
ing. She knew many, if not all, of the
victims personally and attended the fu-
neral of each of the 11 victims and the
shooter.

Command Master Chief Banks has
worn black for 120 consecutive days to
mourn the lives of each: 10 days for
each, and 10 for the shooter as well.

I appreciate the service of Command
Master Chief Banks, wish her the best
in her well-deserved retirement from
the Navy, thank her for her service to
our country, and welcome her back to
Memphis, Tennessee.

She is an outstanding constituent who has
served our country in the United States Navy
for the last thirty years.

Command Master Chief Evelyn “Vonn”
Banks will retire on February 1 with the honor
of being the senior-most enlisted female in the
United States Navy. After completing her re-
cruit training in Orlando, Florida, her tours
ranged from the Navy Recruiting District in
Memphis to the USS Germantown in Japan to
embarking on the USS Abraham Lincoln for a
10-month deployment in support of Operation
Iragi Freedom. She most recently served as
Command Master Chief at the U.S. Naval
Academy in Annapolis.

A native of Memphis, Command Master
Chief Banks sets a high standard for compas-
sion. She was at the Navy Yard in Wash-
ington, DC on September 15, the day of the
tragic shooting there. She knew many of the
victims personally and attended the funeral of
each of the eleven victims and the shooter.
Command Master Chief Banks vowed to wear
black for ten days for each of those who died.
The shooting was nearly four months ago.
True to her word, when | sat next to her on
an airplane last month, she was dressed head
to toe in black in honor of the lives lost that
day.

Known to her grandchildren as “Grandma
Navy,” Command Master Chief Banks kept
her sights high. She was the first female Com-
mand Master Chief to serve at three different
commands and was inducted into Career
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Communication’s Group Black Engineer of the
Year/Women of Color Hall of Fame. As she
advanced through the ranks, Command Mas-
ter Chief Banks recognized both the chal-
lenges and opportunities presented by serving
in the Navy. Because of her demanding travel
schedule, she enrolled in an online university
and earned Associates, Bachelor's and Mas-
ter's degrees and is currently working towards
a Ph.D. She has inspired countless young
midshipwomen by demonstrating that women
can succeed and be influential in the Navy.

| appreciate the leadership of Command
Master Chief Banks and urge others to look
upon her career as an example. | wish her the
best throughout her well-deserved retirement
from the Navy and we thank her for her serv-
ice.

——
CONGRATULATIONS, WAYZATA
HIGH SCHOOL NATIONAL

SCIENCE BOWL TEAM

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate two Wayzata
High School National Science Bowl
teams for winning first and second
place at the 2014 regional competition.
These teams of dedicated students
competed against dozens of neigh-
boring high schools for a chance to rep-
resent Minnesota at the Department of
Energy’s National Science Bowl.

More than 225,000 students, Mr.
Speaker, participated in the National
Science Bowl since it first was estab-
lished in 1991. The top 16 high school
teams in the national finals will win
$1,000 for their schools’ science depart-
ments.

The winning team of Amanda, Jo-
seph, Jayant, William, Orien, and Na-
than will now head to Washington,
D.C., in April to compete against other
high school teams from across the
country in the fields of biology, chem-
istry, physics, and math.

I want to congratulate all of the
teams in Minnesota and encourage ev-
eryone to keep up the great work
studying science and math.

————

PASSING OF ADELFA CALLEJO,
DALLAS, TEXAS

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to-
night to recognize Adelfa Callejo, a leg-
endary Latina civil rights leader in
Texas who died Friday at the age of 90.

A Dallas lawyer and civil rights lead-
er who was first exposed to activism as
a girl interpreting for her father,
Adelfa made a significant impact dur-
ing her life.

Ms. Callejo became the first Latina
to graduate from SMU School of Law
and practiced in Dallas for more than
40 years, mentoring many Latino and
Latina lawyers along the way.

Adelfa Callejo, La Madrina, or God-
mother, as many called her, is well
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known for her civil rights work to
eliminate racial barriers, stop immi-
grant abuse, and improve education in
the State of Texas.

During her dedication of an elemen-
tary school named after her in Dallas
last year, Adelfa told the audience:

Only through education will we make the
world a better place than we found it.

May her commitment to improving
education and her legacy of working on
behalf of a better Texas continue
through her family and all of those
lives she has touched throughout the
decades.

———
CHILD SEX TRAFFICKING

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the
tragedy of human sex trafficking can-
not be fully realized until one sees the
pain of hopelessness in the victims’
eyes.

On a recent trip to Honduras, I vis-
ited two shelters for sex trafficking
victims: La Alianza and El Refugio
Shelters. Some of these victims were as
young as 12 years of age. They had been
raped, drugged, abused, and exploited.
These shelters are helping them to re-
gain their lives, their dignity and, yes,
their hope.

But don’t be fooled into thinking
that this vile crime of sex trafficking
only happens somewhere else. It hap-
pens in the United States as well. The
average age of girls trafficked in the
United States is between 12 and 14
years of age.

Like Honduras, our country lacks
shelters for these girls. There are about
5,000 shelters for animals throughout
the country, according to the ASPCA,
but there are only 226 beds available
for domestic minor sex trafficking vic-
tims, according to Shared Hope.

This has got to change, Mr. Speaker.
It is time for us to rescue the child vic-
tims of sex slavery and then put the
traffickers and the child abusers in the
jailhouse where they belong.

And that’s just the way it is.

———
O 1915
CONGRATULATIONS TO DAVID

ALAN MILLER AND THE ALBANY
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise this
evening to recognize and congratulate
the Albany Symphony Orchestra and
conductor David Alan Miller for win-
ning a coveted Grammy Award last
night for Best Classical Instrumental
Solo.

It is the first accomplishment of its
kind for this orchestra. The composi-
tion, ‘“‘Conjurer,” was recorded at the
Troy Savings Bank Music Hall, also in
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New York’s 20th Congressional Dis-
trict, and it gave our area yet another
reason to be proud of the Capital Re-
gion arts and cultural scene. For 84
years, the Albany Symphony Orchestra
has been giving a voice to beautifully
written pieces of music and enriching
our lives in the Capital Region.

I again congratulate David Alan Mil-
ler and the Albany Symphony Orches-
tra for their accomplishments and
their victory last night at the 56th an-
nual Grammy Awards.

———

INCOME INEQUALITY

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, in
a few minutes, I will join my col-
leagues in the Congressional Black
Caucus to discuss a very important
topic that has long been one of our cru-
cial issues proliferating now across
America and around the world—income
inequality—but I wanted to rise as I
understand the farm bill is now pre-
pared to go to the Rules Committee,
and now will be on the floor of the
House this week.

In an Associated Press article on
“The New Face of Food Stamps—Work-
ing-Age Americans,” now, in 2013-2014,
50 percent of those receiving food
stamps are working Americans, such as
the young lady pictured here, who is 25
years old, with a 3-year-old son, who,
yes, was in the United States Army.

When are we going to realize that
even though the economy is churning
and that the jobs being created are
low-wage jobs that the working and
middle class need our help? It is not a
handout. It is not a way to be able to
close the deficit and the debt, which is
closing by breaking the backs of hard-
working Americans. What a shame
that a farm bill would come forward as
it has never come forward before, and
it takes away a lifeline for hard-
working Americans.

——————

SIGN THE KEYSTONE PIPELINE
PERMIT

(Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I have seen reports that the
President is going to come to this
Chamber tomorrow and talk about
avoiding dealing with Congress. He is
going to pick up his pen and sign exec-
utive orders without coming to this in-
stitution and following our Constitu-
tion.

Mr. President, if you are that willing
to pick up your pen, then pick it up
and sign the Keystone pipeline permit
so that we can start creating jobs in
this country and get 40,000 people off
the unemployment rolls and into good-
paying jobs that are careers.
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CLIMATE CHANGE

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, as a member of the Safe Climate
Caucus, I urge my Republican col-
leagues to lift their heads from the
sand so that they can see the effects of
climate change throughout our coun-
try.

Scientists agree that climate change
is causing the extreme weather that is
devastating our citizens and our econ-
omy. The Republican response has been
to deny the science. Year after year,
Republicans in Congress not only
refuse to do something about climate
change, but they insist on policies that
actually make things worse. Because
Republicans are determined to ignore
the threats posed by climate change,
the President has no choice but to use
executive authority to protect the
American people.

I look forward to hearing the Presi-
dent’s proposals tomorrow at the State
of the Union address. Hopefully, Con-
gress can begin to show some leader-
ship on this issue before it is too late.

IMMIGRATION REFORM

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, at
manufacturing plants in the district I
represent, employers are having a hard
time finding the skilled workers they
need, and many other employers can’t
find low-skilled workers to fill open-
ings. At colleges across the country,
gifted students face the reality that,
after graduation, they will have to
leave this country to achieve their
dreams elsewhere.

These are but some of the faces of
immigration reform. Their stories un-
derscore the urgent need to fix our bro-
ken system. At an immigration round-
table I hosted last year, a DREAMer,
Estefania Garcia, told her story and
didn’t leave a dry eye in the room. I in-
vited Estefania as my guest to the
State of the Union tomorrow night in
order to personify the need for com-
prehensive reform. Estefania’s story is
moving, but it is in no way unique.

With comprehensive immigration re-
forms, the world’s most gifted STEM
minds will help us achieve 21st century
success; our economy will be injected
with the talent and skills it needs to
thrive; 11 million people will pay taxes
and become fully engaged in our de-
mocracy for the first time.

I rise in strong support of com-
prehensive immigration reform. I urge
my colleagues to do the same.

——
MONAHANS, TEXAS

(Mr. GALLEGO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1



January 27, 2014

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
talk about the 23rd District in 1
minute—23 in 1 today. I want to talk
about Monahans, Texas, the home of
the Loboes.

Monahans High School is known not
only for their athletic programs, with
several State championships in wom-
en’s volleyball, for example, but also
on the academic side as the host of one
of the preeminent—one of the biggest—
speech and debate tournaments in west
Texas.

Monahans is in Ward County in the
Permian Basin, located off of I-20. The
economy is booming with high-paying
jobs and with an active, full service
Chamber of Commerce—one of the
more active in the region. If you are
looking for recreation, the Monahans
Sandhills State Park has sand dunes
that are 70-feet high, with sand board-
ing, sand football, sand surfing, sand
tobogganing, hiking, and even horse-
back riding.

If you go there in the spring, for ex-
ample, the Rattlesnake Army Airbase
will be a new museum. It was one of
the largest bomber training bases of
World War II, and it was the temporary
home of the Enola Gay, which dropped
the atomic bomb on Japan in World
War II. It is scheduled to open in
March.

Nearly 24 percent of Texas is in one
district, in the 23rd District. It is an in-
credible stretch. I am so proud to have
the opportunity to represent
Monahans, Texas, in Ward County.

———

CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS:
INCOME INEQUALITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HoLDING). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2013, the
gentleman from New York (Mr.
JEFFRIES) is recognized for 60 minutes
as the designee of the minority leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
be given 5 days to revise and extend
their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, it is an
honor and a privilege to once again
have this opportunity to come to the
floor of the House of Representatives
and to anchor—along with my good
friend and colleague, the distinguished
gentleman from Nevada, Representa-
tive STEVEN HORSFORD—the Congres-
sional Black Caucus Special Order,
where for the next 60 minutes we have
an opportunity to speak directly to the
American people about an issue of
great significance for the communities
that we represent as well as for the en-
tire country.

Income inequality is an issue that is
of increasing concern to working fami-
lies, to low-income Americans, to mid-
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dle class folks, to those who aspire to
be part of the middle class. We know
that at this moment in time in 2014 in-
come inequality is the worst that it
has been in America since the Great
Depression.

Now, we live in the wealthiest coun-
try in the world. Yet we know that all
across America there are people who
are struggling to put food on their ta-
bles, clothing on their backs or to pro-
vide shelter for their families. That is
an unacceptable situation, and we
know that things have gotten worse
over the last 5 years since the collapse
of the economy. The recovery, while
progress has been made, has been un-
even, inconsistent and schizophrenic in
many ways. Some have benefited, par-
ticularly those amongst the wealthiest
5 to 10 percent of Americans, but oth-
ers have fallen behind.

So, today, the Congressional Black
Caucus will speak to the issue of in-
come inequality, but it will also pro-
pose why it is something that needs to
be addressed and what some of the
things are that Congress can do, in
working with the President, to deal
with this pressing issue in America.

We have been joined by several dis-
tinguished members of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus. It is now my
honor and privilege to yield some time
to the dean of New York’s congres-
sional delegation, a legendary Member
of the House of Representatives, the
Lion of Lenox Avenue, the distin-
guished gentleman from New York,
Representative CHARLES B. RANGEL.

(Mr. RANGEL asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. RANGEL. Let me thank my
friend and my colleague from New
York for bringing this important issue
to the attention of our Congress and
the Nation.

Mr. Speaker, it is a strange thing
about those Americans who have been
raised in poor communities. That is, as
they grow older, it seems that God has
blessed them to remember just the
good things that they have enjoyed,
and the misery and the pain somehow
fades away; but I think that the most
important thing that comes out of this
is the hope for the future. Very few
Americans have not witnessed in their
families devastating economic impacts,
but that was more than compensated
for because they knew, if they had to
be in any country in the world in which
some of these problems could be re-
solved through opportunity, they
would be in the United States of Amer-
ica.

The tragic thing that we have today
is that this dream appears to be fading
for the poor as well as for the middle
class. When that happens, I think what
makes America different from so many
other countries is that it is possible to
have classes that are locked in frigid
concrete, as used to be the case in Eu-
rope—that is dramatically changing to
be more fluid as it relates to upward
mobility—while it appears to us that
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today, if you were born in poverty, you
are almost destined to remain in pov-
erty. What a sinful, historic condition
that would make. What a tragic exam-
ple it would set for the rest of the
world that has used us as an example
as to what human beings can do.

What is it that the economists don’t
see? Poverty is not only painful; it de-
stroys the very fiber of our economic
productivity. Sick people, poor people
are not productive people. There are in-
clinations for them to cost more in
terms of dollars and cents than if we
provided them with the tools for them
to acquire decent jobs with decent liv-
ing wages. People are talking about
equality in wages, but I am not com-
fortable with that expression because I
don’t want some of my friends on the
other side of the aisle thinking that I
think everyone should have the same
income in terms of equality; but when
it comes to the equality of oppor-
tunity—when it comes to making cer-
tain that you can tell your Kkids that
you are doing pretty good but that you
know that they can do better—and
then when it comes to those dreams
being hurt because of examples that we
find in this country, then it hurts the
whole idea of manufacturers wanting
to have their workers be in a position
to buy the things that they are manu-
facturing or the services they are pro-
viding.

So I am glad that we have this time
tonight to go beyond the pain of pov-
erty and to talk about the hopes and
the dreams that people have in coming
to this country. They come here not to
remain poor. They don’t come here to
get rich. They come here because of the
opportunity we have—and poverty is a
poison that can get into any economy
and make it impossible for poor folks
to get out of it.

Thank you so much for constantly
reminding this great country that we
can’t afford to lose that greatness, be-
cause a lot of it was in God we trust. I
do hope, as a result of our voices, that
we hear from some of the people who
hear directly from God—our ministers
and our rabbis—to be able to under-
stand that Jesus may have said that
the meek shall inherit the Earth, but
he sure didn’t mean that the meek
should suffer while the rich just get
richer. Thank you so much for this op-
portunity.

[ 1930

Mr. JEFFRIES. I certainly thank the
distinguished gentleman from New
York for his eloquent, as always, obser-
vations.

It is an honor and privilege to be
joined by the Representative from
Texas, who has been a fighter on behalf
of these issues—a voice for the voice-
less and someone who is always on the
front lines trying to deal with socio-
economic inequality wherever it might
be found in America, but certainly in
her home district anchored in Houston,
Texas. Let me now yield to Representa-
tive SHEILA JACKSON LEE.
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Ms. JACKSON LEE. Let me thank
the distinguished coleader of the task
force in presenting our case to the
American people, the distinguished
gentleman from New York—and I say
it with great affection and respect—
and his coleader, Mr. HORSFORD, the
distinguished gentleman from Nevada.

Let me quickly indicate that income
equality has been raised by the Con-
gressional Black Caucus and the Task
Force on Poverty through our chair-
woman, the Honorable MARCIA FUDGE;
my colleague, BARBARA LEE; myself
and others through the years—one
might offer to say decade—and you will
hear from our other members. The dis-
tinguished dean of New York gave the
history. I know the distinguished gen-
tleman from New Jersey is on the
floor, as well as our southern anchor,
Representative Mr. G.K. BUTTERFIELD.
Again, we also have New York, New
York’s Representative, YVETTE
CLARKE. I think our members are here
because we come from far and wide.

Income inequality refers to the ex-
tent to which income is distributed in
an uneven manner among the popu-
lation. In the United States, income in-
equality, or the gap between rich and
poor, has been growing markedly for
some 30 years.

U.S. income inequality has been ris-
ing steadily over the past four decades.
Let me emphasize to my colleagues
that it is reaching levels not seen since
the 1920s; and for those of us who read
the history books, we know of the fi-
nancial collapse leading to the Depres-
sion of that era. That is frightening.

In the midst of that discussion, we
are hearing babble or conversation
about reducing the debt and closing the
deficit, when we have decidedly made a
mark on that over the last decade. We
did so with President Obama’s fixing
and working to turn Wall Street back
on its feet. We did it with the stimulus
package which infused dollars into the
economy. We fixed the mortgage melt-
down, and so now we find that houses
are being sold and banks want to be
able to relax how they give money to
their various clients that are seeking
to buy a house.

We are at a point where we need to
stop talking about the deficit and the
debt—which is closing—and the debt
going down, and start talking about in-
vesting in America and closing the hor-
ror of wealth inequality. Somebody is
going to understand from whence they
came and know that America was al-
ways a place where someone without
shoes could walk into the opportunities
and the sunlight of opportunity.

Lyndon Baines Johnson’s history
tells of how very poor he was growing
up after the loss of income from his fa-
ther. It was on his mind that people
who are poor should not be treated
with indignity.

So one of the biggest factors driving
the increase in income inequality since
2000 is the stagnation of the typical
American household in terms of in-
come. We need to raise the minimum
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wage. We need to stop blaming poor
people and suggesting that their condi-
tion is their own.

There are studies by the University
of Wisconsin and the TUniversity of
Kentucky, and let me give the facts. A
low-wage job supplemented with food
stamps is becoming more common for
the working poor. They have a job, and
yet they have to get food stamps. That
is not their desire. They are working
people. They want to be respected for
their work.

Many of the U.S. jobs now being cre-
ated are low-income or minimum wage,
part-time, or in areas such as retail or
fast food. Yes, jobs. We don’t denigrate
them; but it brings about the highest
level of income inequality. And then,
on top of it, we are cutting billions
from food stamps.

As I told you, a young lady in Texas
makes $10 an hour working to be able
to provide for her family. Without
shame, she has to get on food stamps;
and since 2009, 50 percent of the indi-
viduals getting food stamps are work-
ing. That is a point that we should re-
alize.

We need to increase the minimum
wage, and we realize that the highest
number of high school graduates head
the bulk of the food stamp households,
but college graduates or those who
have had some college are also on food
stamps.

Income inequality: as recently as
1998, the working age of a share of food
stamp households was at 44. It is now
up to 50.

Let me say we are finding ourselves
in an economy of globalization, auto-
mation, and outsourcing. I would like
to work with my Republican friends on
curing that disease—the disease of out-
sourcing, giving up people’s jobs, and
cutting down on manufacturing—
which, in actuality, under President
Obama, we have been able to surge up.

I would like them to look at legisla-
tion that says if you are chronically
unemployed, you can get training. You
can get a credit and you get the unem-
ployment, and you don’t have to touch
that. But you get a training credit or a
stipend to change your life.

The young lady in this newspaper ar-
ticle is trying to save money to be able
to get paramedic training. She wanted
to be a nurse. She had to drop out be-
cause of the lack of money. What are
we doing about people like that?

Let me close, Mr. JEFFRIES, with the
CNN commentary, or CNN programing.
The individual that gave these words
was a prominent wealthy gentleman
who is a senior citizen. I have a great
respect for senior citizens. I really do.
They are all over my district. But I
hope that we don’t have to come to a
time that the idea of trying to balance
wealth inequality gets you accused of
being like Nazis. My heart is broken to
able to think that someone would mis-
construe the idea of helping this young
2b-year-old suffering with low wages
and trying to close the income gap to a
ridiculous comparison as that. Free-
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dom of speech, of course; but that is ri-
diculous.

Let me show this form as my final
expression here.

We are still fighting to get unem-
ployment benefits. The numbers have
gone past 1.9 million; and let me be
very clear that four out of five bene-
ficiaries have at least one other adult
in the household. Many support chil-
dren, single adults, multiple adults in
the household. These people need an
unemployment insurance extension for
basic benefits, and we can’t even do it.
And we used to do it on an emergency
basis in the same breath as talking
about debt and deficit.

We need to invest in America’s peo-
ple. We need infrastructure to create
jobs and close the wealth inequality.

One-half of the people who need an
unemployment insurance extension
have at least some college. Nine in 10
live in households with total income of
less than $75,000 a year. They need that
bridge to keep them going; and shame-
fully, unfortunately, we have not done
that.

So I want to thank the gentleman for
giving me the opportunity. I feel bipar-
tisanship coming from my colleagues
as they begin to talk on the floor, and
that bipartisanship wants to have an
increase in the minimum wage, to
make it a livable wage, pass the emer-
gency unemployment insurance, and
have a reconsideration. Even though I
know there is a conference bill, we just
can’t cut food stamps to those who are
suffering.

I want to thank the gentleman. I
look forward to investing in jobs that
will be equal in income. I look forward
to dealing with making automation
work for those who want to work, tech-
nology work for those who want to
work, closing the outsourcing gap and
boosting manufacturing to give hard-
working Americans who want some-
thing more than unemployment, but
need it now; who want something more
than low-skilled jobs, but need jobs
now; and want something more than
having to get food stamps, but need it
now, to be able to close this heinous in-
come inequality that is plaguing Amer-
ica. It is an epidemic that we must
fight with every bit of our breath.

ECONOMIC BENEFITS OF ACTING ON CRITICAL
LEGISLATIVE ISSUES—JANUARY 2014

House Democrats remain committed to poli-
cies that will address growing income inequal-
ity, the economic well-being of American fami-
lies, and our economy—including renewing
unemployment insurance, raising the minimum
wage, and passing comprehensive immigra-
tion reform.

Addressing these issues would greatly ben-
efit American families and our economic re-
covery, according to reports by leading econo-
mists and policy analysts.

Renewing Unemployment Insurance

On December 28, 2013, 1.3 million Ameri-
cans lost access to emergency unemployment
insurance. Democrats are committed to restor-
ing this program that expires for an additional
72,000 Americans each week.

Renewing this program would help millions
of Americans who are struggling to find a job
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and put food on the table, and it would also
provide economic benefits:

Extending Unemployment Benefits In-
creases Output and Employment: “CBO esti-
mates that extending the current EUC pro-
gram and other related expiring provisions
until the end of 2014 would increase inflation-
adjusted GDP by 0.2 percent and increase
full-time-equivalent employment by 0.2 million
in the fourth quarter of 2014.” [Congressional
Budget Office, 12/1/13]

Failure to Extend Emergency Unemploy-
ment Benefits Hurts Jobless Workers in Every
State: “Failure to extend the Emergency Un-
employment Compensation (EUC) program
would affect jobless workers in every state.
. . . In all, an estimated 4.9 million workers
would lose out on EUC benefits by the end of
2014.” [Center on Budget and Policy Priorities,
12/11/13]

Labor Market Will Lose 310,000 Jobs in
2014 if Unemployment Insurance Extensions
Expire: “Less understood but equally crucial,
the Ul benefit extensions boost spending in
the economy and thereby create jobs. We find
that continuing the extensions through 2014
would generate spending that would support
310,000 jobs. If this program is discontinued,
the economy will lose these jobs.” [Economic
Policy Institute, 11/7/13]

Raising the Minimum Wage

The minimum wage has not been raised
since 2007, and raising the minimum wage
would help American families while also grow-
ing our economy:

Raising Minimum Wage Will Help Low-
Wage Workers, With Little Negative Impact on
Employment: “The weight of the evidence is

that minimum-wage increases of the
magnitude that have been enacted in the past

. . are a clear net benefit to low-wage work-
ers as a group as well as a policy tool that
pushes back against rising inequality.” [Center
on Budget and Policy Priorities, 1/7/14]

Raising the Federal Minimum Wage to
$10.10 Would Lift Wages for Millions and Pro-
vide an Economic Boost: “Raising the federal
minimum wage to $10.10 by 2016 would lift in-
comes for millions of American workers and
provide a modest boost to U.S. GDP. . . .
Across the phase-in period of the increase,
GDP would grow by about $22 billion, result-
ing in the creation of roughly 85,000 net new
jobs over that period.” [Economic Policy Insti-
tute, 12/19/13]

Passing Comprehensive Immigration Reform

In addition to providing a pathway to citizen-
ship, passing comprehensive immigration re-
form would boost economic activity and grow
our workforce:

Taking Action on Immigration: “Studies
show that highly educated, foreign-born pro-
fessionals are net job creators. Low quotas for
both H-1B temporary visas and permanent
residence green cards are the primary prob-
lems for employers seeking to hire high-skilled
foreign nationals. Visa shortages and long
waits created by the current law lead highly
sought-after world talent to either leave Amer-
ica or choose to remain overseas and work for
foreign competitors.” [Business Roundtable, 4/
5/13]

Immigrant Entrepreneurs: Creating Jobs and
Strengthening the Economy: “The United
States continues to lead the world in tech-
nology and science innovation; immigrant en-
trepreneurs play a large role in this competi-
tive thrust. A study by Wadhwa and col-
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leagues found that foreign-born entrepreneurs
were founders or co-founders of more than
25% of technology and engineering compa-
nies started between 1995 and 2005. In 2005,
these technology companies employed
450,000 workers and generated $52 billion.”
[Chamber of Commerce, 1/2012]

Economic Impact of S. 744, the Border Se-
curity, Economic Opportunity, and Immigration
Modernization Act: “Taking account of all eco-
nomic effects (including those reflected in the
cost estimate), the bill would increase real (in-
flation-adjusted) GDP relative to the amount
CBO projects under current law by 3.3 percent
in 2023 and by 5.4 percent in 2033, according
to CBO’s central estimates.” [Congressional
Budget Office, 6/18/13]

Immigration  Reform:  Implications  for
Growth, Budget and Housing: “Effective immi-
gration reform can be a powerful instrument of
economic revitalization. By increasing the
overall population and particularly the number
of working-age labor force participants, reform
can help expand the economy, contribute to
higher overall average wages, generate more
consumer spending, and spur new demand for
residential housing construction.” [Bipartisan
Policy Center, 10/29/13]

[From the Houston Chronicle, Jan. 8, 2014]
No. 1 JOB FOR HOUSE: EXTEND EMERGENCY
UNEMPLOYMENT AID
PROGRAM WILL HELP ECONOMY BY CREATING
JOBS, BOOSTING GROWTH
(By Sheila Jackson Lee)

Right now, 1.9 million Americans are expe-
riencing an economic emergency, which will
turn into a catastrophe for them and their
families if Congress does not act imme-
diately to extend the emergency unemploy-
ment program that expired on Dec. 28. Un-
less the aid is extended through 2014, nearly
14 million Americans will be negatively af-
fected—the 4.9 million workers who will see
unemployment insurance cut off and the ap-
proximately 9 million additional family
members those workers are supporting.

There are some who believe that there is
no economic emergency justifying an exten-
sion of the emergency unemployment pro-
gram. They are wrong. Let them tell that to
jobless veterans looking for a new job in an
economy in which there are still nearly 2
million fewer jobs now than there were be-
fore the recession began. Let them tell that
to the persons who know from experience
there are more than three applicants for
each new job created. The national employ-
ment rate is 7 percent and of these unem-
ployed, the long-term unemployment rate—
the share of unemployed workers who have
been unemployed for 27 weeks or longer—is
37 percent, the highest it has been in 20
years.

Behind these grim statistics are the heart-
breaking stories of real people—veterans,
parents, seniors—struggling to get by on
about $300 a week. These benefits, which the
recipients earned and paid for through their
payroll taxes, are needed to pay rent and
utilities, buy groceries, pay for internet ac-
cess to search for jobs and gas to get to job
interviews.

This is why the most urgent task pending
before the House of Representatives is to ex-
tend the emergency unemployment program.
To address this emergency, I introduced leg-
islation last month, the Unemployed Job
Hunters Protection and Assistance Act (H.R.
3773), that would extend the program for 12
months to provide the benefits earned by the
recipients and avoid what will be a tragedy
not only for those who are unemployed but
also for an economy still recovering from the
worst recession since the Great Depression.
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Extending the program is good for the na-
tion’s economy because it will create an esti-
mated 200,000 jobs, increase economic growth
by .2 percent and generate $1.52 in economic
activity for each dollar expended.

The emergency unemployment program
was established in 2008 during the Bush Ad-
ministration and has been reauthorized sev-
eral times as the economy continues its re-
covery. Congress has never failed to extend
emergency unemployment insurance when
the rate of long-term unemployment was
even half the current level of 37 percent. And
because of the emergency nature of the con-
gressional action, the extension was not sub-
ject to any offset requirements during the
Bush Administration. There is no good rea-
son to impose any such requirements now;
doing so serves no purpose other than to pun-
ish the persons who need our help.

Despite a slowly recovering job market,
these unemployed job hunters have not lost
faith. Every morning, they get up and go out
or online looking for jobs. They want to
work. They still have hope that things will
get better so they can provide for their fami-
lies. But they need the help that unemploy-
ment insurance is intended to provide.

Now is not the time to scapegoat those
who have lost their jobs through no fault of
their own. Now is the time to extend the
emergency unemployment aid. At a min-
imum, Congress should and must vote to ex-
tend the program for three months while ne-
gotiations continue on a long-term solution.
On Tuesday, a bipartisan measure that
would do this cleared a procedural vote in
the Senate, allowing debate to continue on
the three-month stopgap. This is an eco-
nomic emergency. It is time for congres-
sional Republicans to work with their Demo-
cratic colleagues on the issues of importance
to the American people.

Mr. JEFFRIES. I thank the distin-
guished gentlelady from Texas.

Earlier this month, we marked the
50th anniversary of the declaration of
the war on poverty. In this Chamber in
January of 1964, President Lyndon
Baines Johnson spoke before a joint
session of Congress and announced a
series of initiatives designed to combat
chronic poverty in America. As a result
of this effort, there were several legis-
lative battles that were won in the
march toward trying to create, as
President Johnson said, the Great So-
ciety—Medicare, Medicaid, the Food
Stamp Act, the school breakfast pro-
gram, college work study, Job Corps,
and minimum wage enhancement.
These were all part of the war on pov-
erty.

But, unfortunately, as we stand here
today, in 2014, some in this Chamber
have abandoned this war on poverty
and instead have launched a war on the
poor. As a result, we have seen income
inequality grow. That is why it is such
an important issue for us to confront
now.

I am pleased that we have been
joined by one of the strongest voices in
the Congress for dealing with this
issue, the distinguished gentleman
from North Carolina, someone who is
the vice chair of the Congressional
Black Caucus, Representative G. K.
BUTTERFIELD.

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Let me thank
you, Mr. JEFFRIES, for yielding time,
and thank you for your passion and
your willingness to come to this floor



H1266

each week to raise issues that are very
important to the Congressional Black
Caucus and should be important to
every American. Thank you for your
energy and the way you represent your
district in Brooklyn. Thank you to Mr.
HORSFORD for your tireless efforts as
well.

Mr. Speaker, I am looking forward to
the State of the Union message tomor-
row night. I have seen probably nine or
10 since I have been in Congress, and
each one is unique in its own way. But
I am really looking forward to the
State of the Union message tomorrow
night from President Barack Obama.

If press reports are correct, it seems
to me that the President is ready to
pull off the Band-Aid and expose the
disease of income inequality in this
country; and, hopefully, the President
will lay out a plan tomorrow night to
address poverty and to address the
huge income disparity that we see in
our country.

These are the facts: there are 46.5
million Americans that live below the
poverty level. Mr. JEFFRIES, there are
308 million people in America, and one
out of six of those lives in poverty.
That is unacceptable. In my district in
North Carolina, one of four lives in
poverty. That includes some 73,000 chil-
dren, and my congressional district is
among the bottom 10 of all of the con-
gressional districts in the country.

American workers are working very
hard, but their purchasing power in my
district and your district, Mr.
JEFFRIES, and all across America, is
getting less. Why is that? It is because
wages are flat. Workers are not experi-
encing pay raises and raises in their in-
come as other Americans are. Wages
are flat. Ten percent of wage earners
today earn 50 percent of the Nation’s
income. Each year, the top 1 percent
makes 26 times what a minimum wage
worker makes, on average.

These are the facts. These are the
statistics. We have not concocted this
theory of people living in poverty. It is
real. Nearly 50 million Americans are
living in poverty, and so we must get
serious. We must get serious about ena-
bling the American Dream for millions
of low-income Americans and millions
of middle-income Americans.

A few moments ago, I heard the gen-
tlelady from Texas, Congresswoman
SHEILA JACKSON LEE, talk about the
minimum wage. And she is absolutely
correct. It is time for the minimum
wage to be raised.
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Raising the wage to $10.10 per hour
would immediately 1lift 4.6 million
Americans out of poverty. And many of
those who are in poverty are the work-
ing poor.

It is time for corporate America to
use their record profits. They are expe-
riencing record profits, and good for
them, but they must use their record
profits to provide higher wages and
better benefits. The fact is that cor-
porate profits are enhanced when work-
ers and their families are secure.
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So, Mr. Speaker, I look forward to
the State of the Union message tomor-
row evening and urge the President to
demonstrate his resolve to give equal
opportunity to every American.

Finally, the Congressional Black
Caucus has constantly made the point
that there are dozens, if not hundreds,
of communities across America rep-
resented by Republicans and Demo-
crats that have poverty rates in excess
of 20 percent. Some of those commu-
nities have had those rates for more
than 30 years.

The Congressional Black Caucus has
asked President Obama to use his exec-
utive authority to target at least 10
percent more resources to these com-
munities. The Congressional Black
Caucus has framed this as the 10-20-30
plan. I ask our President to target
more resources to low-income commu-
nities.

I thank you, Mr. JEFFRIES, for yield-
ing time.

Mr. JEFFRIES. I thank the distin-
guished gentleman from North Caro-
lina.

As you pointed out, income inequal-
ity and poverty should not be a par-
tisan issue. It impacts urban America
and it impacts rural America. It im-
pacts blue States and it impacts red
States. It impacts the north, the south,
the east, the west, and the heartland of
this country.

That is why it has been unfortunate
that, heretofore, we have seen a refusal
by some of our friends on the other side
of the aisle to do commonsense things
like raising the minimum wage to
$10.10 per hour, which would lift mil-
lions of the working poor out of pov-
erty and set them on a pathway toward
the middle class.

Now, one of the places where income
inequality is particularly pronounced
is in my hometown of New York City,
one of the greatest cities in the world,
one of the richest cities in the world.
But 25 percent of the population in New
York City lives below the poverty line.
In the shadow of Wall Street, the en-
gine that drives the world economy,
that is an unfortunate reality.

One of the people who has been rais-
ing this issue and fighting hard to ad-
dress this back home in New York City
is my distinguished colleague who rep-
resents the Ninth Congressional Dis-
trict, immediately adjacent to the one
that I am privileged to represent. It is
my honor to yield to the distinguished
gentlewoman from New York, Con-
gresswoman YVETTE CLARKE.

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman from
Brooklyn, New York (Mr. JEFFRIES),
my good friend and colleague, for
yielding, and the gentleman from Ne-
vada, the Honorable Mr. HORSFORD, for
anchoring the Special Orders of the
Congressional Black Caucus.

I join with my colleagues of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus in rising this
evening to address the issue of income
inequality that continues to splinter
the foundation of our Nation.
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In Brooklyn, the lowest income and
the lowest fifth of households took
home about 2.5 percent of the bor-
ough’s income in 2011. The top 5 per-
cent claimed 24 percent. Almost 22 per-
cent of the population of Brooklyn
lives in poverty.

While the causes of this polarization
are complex, I believe they are not in-
surmountable. The people of Brooklyn
have started to stand up and demand
action on the issue.

We know that the wage stagnation
contributes largely to income dis-
parity, so let’s raise the minimum
wage.

We know that education is the true
ladder of opportunity in our commu-
nities, so let’s make the vital invest-
ments in education.

We know that unemployment insur-
ance is not only an essential tool for
individuals, a bridge to find new work,
but it is also a stimulus to our local
businesses, so let us extend unemploy-
ment insurance.

Most importantly, we must make
every effort to make sure that no
American is allowed to fall through our
social safety net and that we, as their
national representatives, truly look
out for those that have been driven
deeper into desperation and poverty by
the recent financial crisis.

So our message today is simple: the
economic disparity that has crept
across our Nation is threatening Amer-
ica’s fundamental promise of oppor-
tunity for all. We must take action: op-
portunities for entrepreneurship and
job creation; maintain our social com-
pact so that no American has to go
hungry, that we provide the food as-
sistance through a robust Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program;
provide the unemployment insurance
that families need to maintain until
they get those jobs they have been
seeking.

We must take action. That is what
we have been sworn to do.

Mr. JEFFRIES. I thank my good
friend and colleague, Representative
YVETTE CLARKE, and look forward to
continuing the fight and the march to-
ward socioeconomic justice on behalf
of the people we represent back at
home in Brooklyn and New York City.

It is now my honor and my privilege
to yield to another good friend, the
dean of the freshman class of the CBC,
someone who has continued in the
great tradition that had been set forth
by his father and his predecessor and is
carving out his own reputation as a
fighter for justice on behalf of the peo-
ple he represents back at home in New
Jersey. Let me now yield to the distin-
guished gentleman from the Garden
State, Representative DONALD PAYNE,
Jr.

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, let me
begin by thanking the dynamic duo of
the CBC’s freshman class, Mr.
HORSFORD and Mr. JEFFRIES, for their
tireless leadership in the 113th Con-
gress, and now the Second Session of
the 113th Congress. They have dem-
onstrated that they have hit the
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ground running and understand the
issues that are important to the people
of the United States.

Mr. Speaker, the gap between the
rich and poor in this country has really
become staggering, and that gap is in-
creasing every single day. Nowhere is
that more true than in my home State
of New Jersey. The number of wealthy
families has doubled. Meanwhile, the
poorest income brackets have in-
creased sharply. In my district alone,
more than a quarter of the people live
in poverty, and this is likely really un-
derestimated due to the high cost of
living in New Jersey.

Not only is there a growing gap, but
unemployment is high, the minimum
wage is stagnant, and there is a lack of
opportunity throughout this Nation for
people to find the jobs that they need
to have their families live in the man-
ner in which they should. This, in the
richest country in the world, the great-
est Nation in the world, is absolutely
unacceptable. All of these contribute
to growing income inequality.

The gentleman from New York (Mr.
RANGEL) was correct. We are not say-
ing that everyone should have the
same standard of living or the same
salary or income, but the opportunity
to rise to those salaries and incomes is
the issue of today.

One thing that the Congress can do
to help lessen this inequality is to ex-
tend unemployment insurance right
away.

Mr. Speaker, it is interesting how
some of this issue is couched in: maybe
people just don’t want to get up and
look for a job, and if they take that
menial job, then what is the problem?
The problem is: you can’t feed your
children; you can’t buy the clothes
they need to go to school; you can’t
educate them. Therein lies the prob-
lem.

We are in a time now where there are
more than 1 million long-term unem-
ployed who literally have been left out
in the cold.

You see, Mr. Speaker, I know what it
is like to be unemployed. I know what
it is like to be down on your luck. At
one time, a company that I worked for
for a decade, which I thought would be
my career, I would retire from there,
get the gold watch, the proverbial gold
watch, well, Mr. Speaker, it didn’t
work out that way. The company
closed its doors and I found myself un-
employed, going down to the Unem-
ployment Office to get the paperwork
needed, and trekking across my com-
munity to attempt to get a job.

That is the other thing that people
don’t understand about this, Mr.
Speaker. You see, you can’t just sit
around and not look for a job in order
to collect unemployment insurance.

That it has not been extended is al-
most a crime because, you see, some of
these people have paid into this system
for 5 and 10 and 20 years, and now that
they need it, we are saying to those
people that have played by the rules
and done the things that we said they
should do, that it is over for you.
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I know what it is like not to have a
paycheck, to go paycheck to paycheck.
Now, I was fortunate. In my situation,
I was able to move back home. But
what I understand, Mr. Speaker, is that
everyone does not have that oppor-
tunity. So I will continue to fight for
what is right and what this Nation
should stand for.

Take it from me, being unemployed,
out looking for a job, is hard work, and
it wears on you mentally and emotion-
ally, because a job isn’t just a pay-
check. It is not just about one’s liveli-
hood. A job defines your purpose in life.

The hundreds of thousands of unem-
ployed in New Jersey remain hopeful
and optimistic that, if they keep work-
ing hard, they keep playing by the
rules, they will be rewarded one day
and find their new purpose in life. We
must fulfill that promise that we have
made to them. The faces of the unem-
ployed, of those living in poverty in
New Jersey are numerous and diverse.

Mr. Speaker, there is another dy-
namic. We have the dynamic of people
who have great qualifications not being
able to find a job because it is an em-
ployer’s market. And, apparently, the
bottom line is what is the most impor-
tant thing for people. To lose a per-
centage on their gains or the percent-
age of income they make for their
shareholders is the most important
thing. So they are willing to let people
lose their income to keep those num-
bers where they are.

There are middle-aged workers who,
after decades at a company they have
loved, find themselves unemployed.
There are young people with college
and master’s degrees, as I said, who did
everything right but can’t seem to find
a job no matter how qualified they are.

So I am asking my friends on both
sides of the aisle to look at the faces of
the long-term unemployed, to look at
the faces of minimum wage workers, to
look at the faces of the men and
women and children living in poverty. I
am asking my friends on both sides of
the aisle to leave behind their political
agendas and move forward with a
human agenda, because, ladies and gen-
tlemen, Mr. Speaker, there is no reason
that, in the greatest Nation on the face
of the Earth, we have these issues to
the degree that we do.
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So I just want to close by saying that
there are people in this Nation that
play by the rules. There are people in
this Nation that have done everything
that we have asked them to do. So it is
our obligation in this Nation, as its
leaders, to find those opportunities for
people to live and continue the type of
life they have had in the American
way.

I am just here to say that I will con-
tinue to fight for the less fortunate be-
cause I will not turn my back on any
American that wants to play by the
rules and have done what we have said
in this Nation you need to do. The land
of the free and the home of the brave—
that still should mean something.
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Mr. JEFFRIES. I thank the gen-
tleman from New Jersey for his very
thoughtful observations and, in par-
ticular, for focusing on the need to re-
authorize unemployment benefits for
the long-term unemployed across
America. There has been a myth that
really has been put forth unfortunately
by those who seek to undermine this
program that individuals who are re-
ceiving unemployment assistance, who
have been unemployed for 27 weeks or
more, simply are sitting home looking
to collect a check without going out
and actively searching for employ-
ment. Nothing can be further from the
truth.

The reality is—and this is connected
to the dynamic around income inequal-
ity that we are discussing here today—
is that for every 2.8, 2.9 million Ameri-
cans who are unemployed, looking for a
job, there is only one job that exists.
So obviously we need to do more in
this country collectively to generate
employment as opposed to exploiting
good middle class jobs to other parts of
the world and not seeing any reciprocal
economic benefit in return.

I am thankful that I have been joined
by the coanchor of the CBC Special
Order, someone whose very district
representing urban parts of Clark
County in Las Vegas as well as rural
parts of Nevada can speak to the issue
quite clearly that income inequality
and poverty in America is not simply
an urban issue or a rural issue. It im-
pacts all of America, and we are thank-
ful here in this Congress that he has
been such a strong champion for his
district and for these issues that are
impacting people all across the coun-
try.

Let me yield to my good friend from
Nevada, STEVEN HORSFORD.

Mr. HORSFORD. I thank my good
friend, a strong advocate for the people
of his district in New York as well as
representing the interests of all Ameri-
cans, and for your leadership in co-
anchoring this hour on behalf of the
Congressional Black Caucus, where we
bring the issues that most Americans
want this Congress to focus on to the
floor of the House of Representatives.

I would like to thank you for anchor-
ing this hour and all of our colleagues
who have come to the floor tonight to
speak.

You know, Mr. Speaker, tomorrow
night, this Chamber will be packed.
Every seat will be filled, and every seat
in the Chamber will have Representa-
tives here. Millions upon millions of
Americans will be listening as our
President lays out the State of our
Union. I am looking forward to his re-
marks and his vision for how we can
continue to move our country forward.

Tonight, we come here to gather to
discuss income inequality and what
Congress can do in working with the
President to move some of these im-
portant legislative issues forward on
behalf of the constituents that we rep-
resent and millions of Americans
across our great Nation.
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There is no easy answer for solving
the problem of income inequality or
economic mobility. I thank the gen-
tleman from New York for talking
about how our various districts are
really representative of this issue of in-
come inequality.

In my home district of Nevada, the
Fourth District, we have been hit hard-
er than most by higher unemployment,
higher home foreclosures which have
led to economic loss, and I want to talk
about some of that tonight because
when we talk about issues of income
inequality and economic mobility, it is
for all incomes, not just for a select
few. It is for the people in rural Amer-
ica as well as urban America. These are
issues that are important to all of us.

Now although we cannot expect Con-
gress to solve each person’s economic
struggle, we can certainly expect our
Members of Congress not to target
those who are struggling to make ends
meet, especially by balancing our
budget on their backs.

As of December 28, this past year,
Congress did just that, unfortunately,
and now, over 1.6 million Americans
have lost crucial unemployment insur-
ance benefits. Today, nearly 21,000 Ne-
vadans in my State have been cut off
from unemployment benefits. This is
personal. As my colleague from New
Jersey talked about, for those who un-
derstand what it means to be unem-
ployed, for those of us who understand
the fact that people are putting in re-
sume after resume, day after day, week
after week, it hits a person to their
core, being unemployed. To add insult
to injury, this Congress failed to do its
job.

So its unconscionable to assume that
those who are looking for work are
lazy or that they want to somehow
stay unemployed. Mr. Speaker, the
constituents that I have spoken to in
my district at the work centers who
continue to put their resumes in, they
want to be employed.

It is one thing to have our colleagues
on the other side believe that the gov-
ernment should not intervene in help-
ing to close the gap between the rich
and poor, but it is absolutely wrong to
cut critical social safety nets that have
been in place for decades—regardless of
party—in an effort to reduce spending
while maintaining corporate subsidies
and tax breaks for the very rich.

Mr. Speaker, it is morally outrageous
to target those who have lost their jobs
at no fault of their own, but it is even
worse to see this happen when we have
millions of dollars in tax subsidies to
millionaires and major industry.

What is more, the difference between
the top and the bottom of the economic
ladder is greater than ever before, and
climbing this ladder is also becoming
increasingly difficult.

Recently, Harvard economist Dr. Raj
Chetty found that those who are our
parents, and how much our parents
earn, are more consequential today
than ever before. Dr. Chetty identified
five key factors that are heavily cor-
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related with economic mobility and in-
come inequality. First is segregation.
Second is inequality. Third is the qual-
ity of our public school systems.
Fourth is social and civic engagement.
Fifth is family structure.

And for decades, low-income workers
have seen their wages frozen while the
profits of the Nation’s wealthiest
Americans have continued to explode.
Now I have nothing against successful
people, people who go out and put their
ingenuity and entrepreneurship to
work and become successful, but I also
believe that it is important for this
Congress to also focus on the needs of
those who are part of the middle class
and those who have fallen into poverty
who want to be part of that middle
class.

It is time that Congress acted to ad-
dress the minimum wage crisis in our
country. $7.25, which is the Federal
minimum wage, is not a living wage in
today’s America, and we need to recog-
nize that. We need to recognize that
the Fair Minimum Wage Act of 2013,
the bill that has been introduced by
our House Democratic colleague, Rep-
resentative GEORGE MILLER of Cali-
fornia, and in the Senate by Senator
ToM HARKIN of Iowa, is the type of
commonsense legislation that a major-
ity of Americans expect this Congress
to focus on.

Gradually increasing the Federal
minimum wage from a current rate of
$7.256 an hour to $10.10 per hour by 2016
in three 95-cent installments is the
right economic step to take for our
country and the people that we rep-
resent. $10.10 is the inflation-adjusted
value of the minimum wage compared
to what it was in the 1960s. Raising the
tipped minimum wage from $2.13 per
hour to $7.07 per hour.

Now let’s talk about who these peo-
ple are that we are fighting to increase
the wage for. First, these are low-wage
workers who will benefit from an in-
crease in the minimum wage and are
more likely to work full time. In fact,
55 percent of those who are on min-
imum wage today work full time.
Fifty-six percent of those on minimum
wage today, Mr. Speaker, are women,
and 80 percent are adults who are at
least 20 years of age.

Those are not the only groups that
would benefit from the minimum wage.
Increasing the minimum wage would
also generate some $22 billion in eco-
nomic activity and create an addi-
tional 85,000 jobs nationwide. Contrary
to what Republicans and some super-
PACs may want the American people
to believe, raising the minimum wage
is good for the economy. It creates
jobs, and it helps lift people out of pov-
erty. It would raise 4.6 million Ameri-
cans out of poverty and put an average
of $1,700 back into the pockets of our
country’s lowest-wage workers.

In Nevada alone, over 139,000 people,
20 percent of our State’s children,
would be directly or indirectly affected
by an increase in the minimum wage.
Raising the minimum wage would ac-
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tually take pressure off of our govern-
ment by allowing people to be in more
sustaining wages that help them pro-
vide for themselves and their families
rather than relying on Federal assist-
ance to take care of themselves.

So these are the growing inequalities
that we are here to talk about, Mr.
Speaker, and one of the greatest
threats to our Nation’s future is this
issue of growing income inequality.
Our country’s greatness was built on
the foundation of the world’s most
prosperous middle class and on a soci-
ety where those who worked hard had
the opportunity to rise on that eco-
nomic ladder of opportunity. That has
become far from the truth over the last
30 years but particularly during the re-
covery from the Great Recession.

Before I turn the time back over to
my colleague and engage in a little bit
of back and forth, I would like to look
at this graph for a moment because it
charts our country’s various recessions
and depressions and our subsequent re-
coveries. In the Great Depression, ev-
eryone suffered. It devastated everyone
in the economy, regardless of income.
In the following years, when our econ-
omy started to grow again, all levels of
income recovered at approximately the
same rates that had declined. The top 1
percent share of the recovery was only
about 28 percent at the time.

During the Clinton expansion years,
in the 1990s, it was an economic boom
for all levels of income